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NOTICE. 


The  following  pages  contain  the  substance  of 
the  second  part  of  Mr.  Monod's  excellent  and 
interesting  work  entitled  Lucilla.  As  the  ob- 
ject of  the  first  part,  already  published,  was  to 
answer  the  objections  of  infidelity,  and  to  prove 
that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God,  so  the  design 
of  this  is  to  show  that  it  is  not  only  the  privilege, 
but  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  classes  to  search 
the  Scriptures  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
eternal  life  which  they  offer.  The  form  in 
which  this  portion  of  Mr.  Monod's  work  was 
originally  written  has  been  altered,  and  the  whole 
considerably  abridged,  for  the  purpose  of  adapt- 
ing it  more  perfectly  to  our  wants,  and  of  render- 
ing it  more  extensively  useful  in  this  community; 
but,  as  in  the  first  part,  great  care  has  been 
taken  to  present  the  arguments  and  illustrations 
in  all  their    original   force  and   beauty.     It  is 
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commended  to  our  Sabbath  schools  and  congre- 
gations generally,  with  the  prayer  that  it  may 
lead  many  among  us  to  make  the  word  of  God 
the  man  of  their  counsel,  and  to  walk  in  the 
light  which  it  sheds  upon  the  way  of  duty. 

Cambridge,  Nov.  1843, 
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EEADING  OF  THE  BIBLE. 


INTRODUCTION, 


It  has  been  proved  in  a  former  work,"^ 
that  the  Bible  is  inspired  of  God.  The  great 
object  now  is  to  read  and  understand  and 
obey  it.  But  what  we  require  to  know  is, 
not  the  letter  merely,  the  bare  text,  but  the 
spirit,  the  meaning.  How  is  the  Divine 
sense  which  is  hidden  in  the  Bible  to  be  dis- 
covered? This  is  the  question.  To  this 
question  there  are  two  replies.  The  Roman 
Catholic  doctrine  is,  that  God  has  establish- 
ed a  visible  and  permanent  tribunal  upon 
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earthj  whom  he  has  charged  to  interpret  the 
Bible  in  his  name,  whose  infalUbihty  he 
guarantees,  and  that  all  men  are  to  listen 
to  itj  and  submit  to  its  decisions.  This  they 
say  is  the  way  of  faith,  and  the  only  one  by 
which  we  can  attain  the  true  knowledge 
of  God.  The  Protestant  doctrine  is,  that 
every  one  must  read  and  examine  the  Bi- 
ble for  himself,  relying  upon  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  enable  him  to  understand  it.  In 
other  words,  Papists  confide  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  the  Pope  and  his  councils,  be- 
cause they  pretend  to  think  that  God  has 
promised  to  guide  them  by  his  Spirit ;  and 
Protestants  rely  upon  their  private  judg- 
ment^ because  they  think  that  God  has 
promised  to  guide  each  reader  by  the  same 
spirit.  In  reality  both  parties  profess  to 
put  their  trust  and  confidence  in  the  grace 
of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  but  the  point  on  which 
they  separate  is  this :  according  to  the 
Papists,  the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  only  in- 
directly  to  each  believer,  through  the  organ 
of  the  church  ;  according  to  the  Protestants, 
the  Holy  Spirit  speaks  directly  to  each  be- 
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liever,  and  without  the  intervention  of  the 
church.  It  is  on  this  account  that  every 
behever,  according  to  the  first  view,  ought 
to  leave  to  the  Church  alone  the  charge  of 
interpreting  the  Bible ;  and  that,  according 
to  the  second,  he  ought  to  read  it  for  him- 
self, with  prayer  for  the  light  of  God's 
spirit. 

The  question  being  thus  put,  let  us  con- 
sider the  arguments  which  are  used  in 
support  of  the  Roman  Catholic  doctrine. 


CHAPTER   I. 

ALLEDGED    NECESSITY  OF    AN    INFALLIBLE  TRIBU- 
NAL FOR  THE  INTERPRETATION  OF  THE  BIBLE. 

SECTION    I. 

PROOF   FROM   REASON. 

ReasoNj  it  is  said,  alone  suffices  to  show 
the  necessity  of  an  infallible  church  to  in- 
terpret the  Bible.  The  meaning  of  the 
Scriptures,  it  is  contended,  must  be  obscure 
and  profound,  in  proportion  as  they  are 
Divine.  And  yet  we  would  trust  to  our 
own  private  judgment  for  its  discovery. 
But  what  is  more  variable,  more  subject  to 
error  than  private  judgment?  If  private 
opinion  be  charged  with  the  interpretation 
of  the  Bible,  it  will  turn  the  word  of  God 
into  as  many  meanings  as  there  are  teach- 
ers who  undertake  its  explanation.  And 
why  should  not  every  body  undertake  it? 
At  this  rate,  of  what  value  is  the  Bible  ? 
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Revelation  becomes  useless.  This  cannot 
have  been  the  order  established  by  Jesus 
Chris tj  because  it  is  unworthy  of  his  wis- 
dom. He  cannot  have  left  his  work  un- 
finished. He  must  necessarily  have  some 
where  established  a  tribunal,  to  which  he 
has  given  sovereign  authority  and  positive 
light  to  explain  his  written  word.  With- 
out this  auxiliary,  the  written  word  would 
no  more  sufiice  for  the  church,  than  a  code 
of  laws  would  meet  the  wants  of  society 
without  a  body  of  judges  to  explain  and 
enforce  them.  Such  a  code,  isolated,  mute, 
unapplied,  would  only  engender  endless 
disputes.  We  must  conclude,  then,  that  a 
visible  tribunal  exists  ;  because  it  is  indis- 
pensable for  the  peace  of  the  church,  for 
the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  for  the  honor 
of  the  Scriptures  themselves. 

Such  is  the  argument.  A  few  words 
will  suffice  to  demonstrate  its  fallacy.  The 
Papists  infer  the  necessity  of  an  infallible 
tribunal  from  the  insufficiency  of  private 
judgment.  We  might  reply,  that  this  ar- 
gument only  concerns  rationalists ;  for  thus 
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we  denominate  those  self-styled  christians 
who  would  subject  the  teaching  of  the 
Bible  to  their  own  reason.  But  we  Avho 
submit  to  the  Bible,  as  to  the  word  of  God, 
have  nothing  in  common  with  such  men. 
We  do  not  place  our  confidence  in  the  dic- 
tates of  our  own  spirit,  but  in  the  Spirit  of 
God.  Now,  because  the  human  mind  is 
insufficient  when  left  to  itself,  does  it  fol- 
low that  it  is  so  still,  when  led  by  the  Holy 
Spirit?   For  this,  we  repeat,  is  our  behef. 

But  should  the  argument  be  even  brought 
to  bear,  it  is  utterly  powerless.  All  this  is 
only  pure  conjecture.  They  go  back  to 
the  birth  of  Christianity :  they  seek  the 
means  by  which  Christ  has  ensured  its 
spread  and  protection ;  and  they  dare  to 
affirm,  this  is  what  he  ought  to  have  done. 
He  could  not  possibly  have  done  other- 
wise. But  what  are  we,  that  we  should 
prescribe  to  the  Head  of  the  Church,  the 
way  which  he  ought  to  take  ?  May  we  not 
be  mistaken  in  our  suppositions  ?  And  what 
authority  will  the  doctrine  of  an  infallible 
church  possess,  if  it  rests  only  on  our  falli- 
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ble  reason?  In  combating  the  arguments 
of  the  Infidel,  who  maintains  that  it  is  im- 
possible that  God  should  have  revealed 
himself  to  man,  or  that  he  should  have 
done  it  in  this  manner,  we  show  him,  that 
ignorant  as  we  are  of  the  designs  of  God, 
we  ought  not  to  inquire  lohat  he  ought  to 
have  done^  but  what  he  has  done.  We  say 
the  same  on  the  point  before  us.  The 
question  is,  whether  God  prefers  to  speak 
directly  to  each  believer,  or  to  speak  to  him 
indirectly,  by  the  Church.  Now,  we  main- 
tain that  no  man  has  a  right  to  decide  this 
question  by  the  authority  of  his  own  rea- 
son ;  and  that,  instead  of  seeking  what  God 
ought  to  do,  it  is  more  humble,  and  more 
certain,  to  ask  what  God  has  done ;  in  oth- 
er words  to  consult  the  Scriptures. 

The  comparison  of  the  code  proves  noth- 
ing. We  may  well  say,  in  this  instance, 
comparison  is  not  argument.  In  fact,  two 
things  are  here  compared,  which  are  totally 
dissimilar — the  judgment  of  God,  and  that 
of  man.  Doubtless  when  there  is  question 
of  the  judgment  of  men,  a  visible  tribunal 
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is  requisite,  because  the  judgment  of  men 
is  exercised  on  visible  objects,  and  refers  to 
the  actual  state  of  things.  But  it  does  not 
thence  follow,  that  there  must  be  a  visible 
tribunal  for  the  judgment  of  God,  which  is 
exercised  over  the  heart,  and  the  conse- 
quences of  which  are  eternal,  and  invisi- 
ble to  eyes  of  flesh.  This  argument, 
therefore,  is  of  no  weight.  But  then,  how 
is  it  that  it  is  precisely  that  in  which  the 
defenders  of  an  infallible  tribunal  seem  to 
take  most  delight  ?  And  is  it  not  worthy 
of  remark,  that  a  church  which  calls  upon 
the  faithful  to  disregard  all  reasoning,  in 
order  to  submit  to  itself,  makes  an  abuse  of 
reasoning  to  establish  its  authority;  thus 
uniting  the  abdication  of  reason  in  others 
with  its  exaltation  for  the  church  itself? 
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SECTION    II. 


PROOF  FROM    TRADITION. 


In  defence  of  their  doctrinej  the  Papists 
appeal  to  historical  fact.  A  perpetual  tradi- 
tion, it  is  said,  which  dates  from  the  time  of 
the  apostles,  attests  that  men  have  always 
believed  in  an  infallible  church.  The  proof 
of  this  is  sought  in  passages  drawn  from  the 
writings  of  the  most  ancient  and  univer- 
sally venerated  among  the  fathers. 

But  is  it  true  that  the  primitive  Church 
believed  in  the  existence  of  an  infallible 
tribunal,  to  which  the  faithful  ought  to 
submit  without  reserve,  for  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Scriptures?  Let  us  question 
history  upon  this  point.  We  may  however 
remark,  in  passing,  that  if  all  the  testimo- 
nies which  are  adduced  by  the  Papists, 
be  as  conclusive  as  they  imagine, — should 
it  be  rendered  certain  that  the  Christians 
of  the  first  centuries,  and  the  fathers  them- 
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selves,  believed  in  the  existence  of  an  infal- 
lible tribunal — this  would  not  be  sufficient 
for  its  demonstration,  if  it  could  not  be  es- 
tablished by  the  Scriptures.  For  the  Scrip- 
tures alone  can  be  the  rule  of  our  belief, 
in  matters  of  Doctrine.  The  Christians  of 
the  first  centuries,  the  fathers  themselves, 
may  have  been  mistaken.  This  is  indeed 
more  than  mere  supposition,  it  is  fact.  We 
could  show  that  in  passing  from  the  New 
Testament,  to  the  writings  of  the  fathers, 
the  descent  from  Divine  infallibility  to 
human  fallibility,  is  not  only  very  percep- 
tible, but  also  that  the  fathers  have  fallen 
into  positive  errors ;  and  that  they  are  not 
always  agreed,  either  with  each  other,  or 
with  themselves.  The  fathers,  however, 
so  far  from  claiming  infallibility,  or  believ- 
ing in  the  existence  of  an  infallible  church 
on  earth,  expressly  declare  the  contrary, 
and  make  this  difference  between  their 
books  and  the  canonical  Scriptures,  that 
the  latter  alone  ought  to  be  believed  with- 
out reservation,  and  that  the  former  ought 
not. 
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Hear  Augustine  :  ^'  Prove  by  any  one  of 
the  canonical  books  of  the  apostles  or 
prophets,  the  truth  of  what  Cyprian  has 
written  to  Jubianus,  and  I  shall  no  longer 
have  any  grounds  for  opposition.  But 
what  you  advance,  not  being  canonical,  I 
use  the  liberty  to  which  the  Lord  has  call- 
ed us ;  and  whatever  may  be  my  estimation 
of  a  man,  whose  merits  I  can  never  equal, 
whose  numerous  writings  are  far  superior 
to  mine,  whose  genius  charms  me,  whose 
eloquence  enraptures  me,  whose  charity 
fills  me  with  admiration,  and  his  martyr- 
dom with  veneration,  I  cannot  submit  to 
his  decision. "=^  Hear,  again,  this  fine  pas- 
sage from  Cyril  of  Jerusalem: — ^^When 
we  have  to  deal  with  the  divine  and  holy 
mysteries  of  our  faith,  we  must  neither 
advance  any  thing  without  the  authority 
of  the  Divine  writings,  nor  allow  ourselves 
to  be  carried  away  by  the  charms  of  lan- 
guage, or  the  display  of  argument.    Neither 


*  Contra  Cresc,  Gramm.,  lib.  11.  Cap.  32.  Oper.,  Vol.  vii. 
610. 


p.  610. 
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must  you  believe  what  I  tell  you  on  my 
own  authority,  without  being  sure  that  my 
instructions  are  demonstrated  by  the  Di- 
vine writings :  for  the  security  of  our  faith 
depends  not  on  artifices  of  language,  but  on 
the  testimony  of  the  Divine  writings."=^ 
And,  lastly,  hear  Athenasius:  ^^Here" — 
speaking  of  the  canonical  books — ''here  is 
the  source  of  salvation;  let  him  that  is 
athirst  drink  of  the  Divine  oracles.  It  is 
by  these  alone  that  we  can  learn  the  evan- 
gelical discipline  of  piety.  Let  no  one  add 
any  thing  thereto ;  let  no  one  take  any 
thing  away."t 

This  is  enough  to  show  that  the  author- 
ity of  the  fathers  is  not  sufficient  of  itself 
alone  to  decide  a  point  of  doctrine,  and 
especially  so  capital  a  point  as  that  which 
now  occupies  us.  It  is  insufficient,  accord- 
ing to  the  fathers  themselves ;  and  one 
must  indeed  have  a  great  zeal  for  them 
to  grant  them  more  credit  than  they  are 


*  Catech,  iv.  p.  30. 

t  Epist.  Fest.  xxxix  Oper.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  45. 
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willing  to  accept,  and  to  respect  them  so 
far  as  to  disobey  them.  So  that  what  we 
said  above,  concerning  reason,  we  now  say- 
concerning  tradition.  It  is  fallible,  accord- 
ing to  its  own  avowal,  and  fallible  testimo- 
ny cannot  prove  an  infallible  authority. 
It  may  be  said,  that  if  we  reject  the  tes- 
timony of  tradition  on  one  point,  we  can- 
not consistently  admit  it  on  another,  and  if 
we  think  it  cannot  prove  an  infallible 
church,  we  ought  also  to  say,  that  it  can- 
not prove  the  Divine  origin  of  the  Scrip- 
tures; and  then  what  becomes  of  our  faith? 
It  is  the  infidel's  objection  to  Christianity, 
that  if  reason  is  not  capable  of  judging 
doctrines^  neither  is  it  capable  of  verifying 
powers.  We  reply  to  this  by  a  very  sim- 
ple distinction.  This  judgment  and  this 
verification,  being  two  very  different 
things,  reason  may  indeed  be  incompetent 
for  the  one,  though  it  may  be  competent 
for  the  other.  We  can  say  as  much  for 
tradition.  Tradition,  which  is  a  testimony 
of  men,  is  not  competent  to  decide  a  ques- 
tion of  doctrine,  such  as  the  existence  of  an 
2# 
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infallible  church;  but  it  is  competent  to 
authenticate  a  factj  such  as  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  Scriptures,  or  the  truth  of  mira- 
cles. We  are  aware  that  an  argument  of 
Augustine  is  quoted  by  the  Papists  in 
support  of  their  doctrine  ;  but  even  should 
the  meaning  of  this  eminent  father  be  the 
same  as  that  of  the  advocates  for  an  infalli- 
ble church,  the  reasoning  of  Augustine 
can  prove  nothing  against  reason.  It  re- 
mains certain,  that  to  judge  doctrines,  and 
to  verify  powers,  are  things  so  different, 
that  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  one 
to  the  other. 

We  do  not  hesitate  to  acknowledge  that 
if  the  immediate  successors  of  the  apostles, 
and  the  fathers  of  the  first  three  centuries, 
had  unanimously  taught  the  existence  of 
an  infallible  tribunal,  it  would  be  a  strong 
presumption  in  its  favor.  For  though  the 
fathers  cannot  be  considered  as  authority, 
like  the  holy  Scriptures ;  yet  they  can  show 
us  how  they  were  understood  in  the  first 
ages  of  the  church,  when  the  faith  must 
have  been  purer,  one  would  think,  because 
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nearer  to  its  source.  But  the  fathers  do 
not  affirm  this.  A  general  belief  in  an  in- 
fallible tribunal,  did  not  exist  in  the  primi- 
tive church ;  and  the  Papists  find  it 
there  only  because  they  strangely  mistake 
the  meaning  of  the  fathers  ;  giving  to  some 
of  their  expressions  the  sense  which  they 
would  have  in  the  mouth  of  an  advocate 
for  this  doctrine  at  the  present  day,  instead 
of  that  which  they  had  when  they  were 
written.  According  to  the  Papists,  the 
fathers  believed  in  an  infallible  tribunal,  to 
which  the  believer  ought  to  submit,  with- 
out reserve,  for  the  explanation  of  the 
Scriptures.  But  listen  to  them,  and  you 
will  hear  them  say  on  the  contrary,  that 
the  Scriptures  alone  are  infallible,  and  that 
every  one  ought  to  consult  them  for  him- 
self 

Since  they  speak  so  much  of  Augustine, 
let  us  begin  with  him.  He  admits  that  ^'if 
a  passage  were  found  in  the  gospel  evident- 
ly opposed  to  the  instruction  of  the  Catho- 
lic church,  the  authority  of  this  church 
must   be   rejected."     This   language   sup- 
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poses,  not  only  that  every  one  ought  to  read 
the  Bible  for  himself,  but  also  that  he  ought 
not,  in  any  case,  to  admit  an  interpretation 
manifestly  contradicted  by  the  sacred  text. 
This  is  enough  to  show  that  Augustine  did 
not  believe  in  an  infallible  interpretation, 
in  the  same  sense  in  which  it  is  now  un- 
derstood by  the  defenders  of  the  Romish 
church.  In  writing  against  the  Donatists, 
he  says  : — ''  Why  do  you  produce  the  au- 
thority of  Cyprian  for  your  schism,  whilst 
you  reject  his  example  for  the  peace  of  the 
church?  Who  does  not  know  that  the  ca- 
non of  the  Holy  Scriptures  is  contained  in 
limits  which  are  very  clearly  defined ;  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  placed  above  all  the  let- 
ters which  may  since  have  been  written  by 
the  bishops.  For  as  to  the  Scriptures, 
neither  doubt  or  discussion  is  possible,  in 
respect  to  the  truth  or  justice  of  whatever 
is  found  incontestably  written  therein.  But 
the  letters  of  bishops,  which  have  been 
written,  or  which  may  still  be  written, 
since  the  canon  has  been  fixed,  may  be 
controlled  in  case  of  error,  either   by  the 
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enlightened  opinion  of  some  more  skillful 
divine,  or  by  the  greater  authority  or  more 
extended  knowledge  of  other  bishops,  or  by 
the  decisions  of  counsels.  ^  =^  #  Lastly, 
it  is  not  rare  for  the  general  councils  them- 
selves to  be  set  right  by  succeeding  coun- 
cils, when  longer  experience  has  opened 
what  was  sealed,  and  brought  to  light  what 
was  unknown."^ 

Read  also  the  following  testimonies,  and 
judge  whether  they  accord  with  the  sen- 
timents of  the  Papists,  or  with  ours. 
^^Let  the  shop  of  Hermogenes  prove  that 
what  it  advances  is  written;  or  if  it  be  not 
written,  let  it  fear  the  malediction  uttered 
against  those  who  dare  to  add  or  to  re- 
trench."! 

^'The  holy  and  divinely  inspired  writ- 
ings are  sufficient  of  themselves  alone,  to 
make  known  the  truth."J  ''  If  you  desire  a 
new  quotation,  if  you  pretend  to  affirm  any 
thing  besides  what  is  written,  why  do  you 

*  De  Bapt.  Contra  Donatist.,  lib.  ii.  c.  3.  Oper.,  Vol.  vii. 
p.  37. 
t  Tertullian  adv.  Hermog.  12.  Oper.,  p.  346. 
t  Athenasius,  Orat.  Contr.  Gent.  Oper.,  Vol.  i.  p.  1. 
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dispute  with  us,  who  are  resolved  to  hear 
nothing,  and  to  say  nothing,  besides  what 
is  written. "=^  ^^It  is  evidently  a  falhng 
away  from  the  faith,  and  a  proof  of  great 
presumption,  to  neglect  any  part  of  what 
is  written,  or  to  introduce  any  thing  that 
is  not  written."!  We  conclude  by  a  pas- 
sage from  Chrysostom,  which  bears  direct- 
ly on  our  subject: — '^When  we  receive 
money  we  do  not  trust  to  those  who  give 
it  to  us ;  we  wish  to  count  it  ourselves  :  and 
when  there  is  a  question  of  Divine  things, 
would  it  not  be  a  folly  rashly  and  blindly 
to  receive  the  opinions  of  others  when  we 
have  a  rule  by  which  we  can  examine  ev- 
ery thing?  I  mean  the  Divine  law.  It  is 
for  this  reason  that  I  conjure  you  all,  with- 
out resting  on  the  judgment  of  others,  to 
consult  the  Scriptures.''^  After  this,  we 
may  boldly  affirm,  that  the  fathers  have 
been  misunderstood  by  the  Papists;  they 
do  not  say  what  they  are  made  to  say; 
they  even  say  the  contrary. 

*  Athenasius  De  Incarn.  chr.,  Oper.,  Vol.  i.  p.  484. 

t  Basil,  De  vera  fide.  Oper.,  Vol.  ii.  p.  386. 

t  Homil.  xiii.  in  2  Cor.,  quoted  byPictet,  p.  136. 
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In  neither  of  these  two  proofs,  then,  which 
we  have  just  examined,  shall  we  find  that 
sure  resting-place,  that  rock  on  which 
alone  our  faith  can  repose  unshaken.  Let 
us  imagine  ourselves  stretched  on  the  bed 
of  death.  Is  it  a  logical  deduction,  is  it  the 
testimony  of  man,  that  can  give  peace  to 
our  souls,  in  presence  of  the  judgment  of 
God?  Can  we  say,  we  are  sure  that  our 
sins  are  forgiven  us,  for  we  know  it  by 
argument,  or  from  history  ?  Ah !  if,  in- 
stead of  all  this,  we  had  a  promise  from 
God,  a  word  from  the  Bible,  a  single  word; 
would  not  this  give  us  much  greater  tran- 
quillity? Let  us  then  learn  what  the  Scrip- 
tures say  on  the  question  which  now 
occupies  us :  the  Scriptures  which  we  all 
agree  to  consider  as  the  word  of  God.  Let 
us  listen  to  them  without  prejudice.  If  it 
be  true,  as  the  Papists  say,  that  they 
send  us  back  to  an  infallible  tribunal,  we  will 
receive  it ;  if  not,  we  will  reject  it.  For  it 
is  written,  ^^  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  God, 
so  shall  ye  be  established ;  believe  his 
prophets,  so  shall  ye  prosper."  2  Chron. 
20 :  20. 
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SECTION     III. 


TESTIMONY   OF   SCRIPTURE. 


At  length  we  are  in  presence  of  a  very 
intelligible  question,  and  on  determinate 
ground.  What  we  want  to  know  is  whe- 
ther God  wills  that  we  should  seek  the 
meaning  of  Scripture  for  ourselves ;  or 
whether  we  should  ask  it  of  a  visible  tribu- 
nal ;  andj  in  order  to  learn  this ;  let  us  con- 
sult the  Bible  itself;  a  book  which  we  have 
in  our  hands,  and  which  we  have  only  to 
read. 

We  may  perhaps  be  told  that  there  are 
many  who  cannot  read ;  that  as  the  ver- 
sions are  not  inspired,  we  cannot  be 
assured  of  their  exactness,  without  re- 
searches of  which  every  one  is  not  capa- 
ble; and,  moreover,  that  before  we  thus 
consult  the  Bible,  we  should  already  have 
decided  the  question  as  to  whether  we  can 
understand  it  or  not. 
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There  are  many  who  cannot  read ;  well 
they  can  hear  the  Bible  read.  It  is  com- 
paratively unimportant  whether  they  actu- 
ally see  what  is  written,  or  only  hear  it. 
We  cannot  be  assured  of  the  exactness  of 
the  versions'?  But  is  it  not  true,  that, 
without  knowing  Latin,  we  may  be  assur- 
ed of  the  fidelity  of  a  translation  of  Cicero, 
by  the  testimony  of  credible  men,  who 
know  this  language  7  Now  in  this  instance 
we  have  more  than  the  testimony  of  a  few 
individuals;  we  have  that  of  numberless 
divines,  and  of  entire  churches.  A  multi- 
tude of  credible  and  competent  witnesses 
testify  that  our  version  of  the  Scripture,  if 
not  absolutely  perfect,  is  at  least  sufficiently 
accurate  for  all  the  purposes  of  religion. 
But  we  cannot  tell,  until  we  have  decided 
the  question  of  a  visible  tribunal,  whether 
we  are  able  to  understand  the  passages 
which  relate  to  this  very  subject  ?  If  such 
be  the  case,  we  shall  never  decide  it. 
What !  they  conclude  that  the  Bible  is  sub- 
ject to  the  interpretation  of  a  human  tribu- 
nal, without  even  allowing  it  to  say  a 
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word  on  the  matter.  They  dispose  of  the 
word  of  God,  without  even  consulting  it. 
With  this  principle  they  may  go  any 
length.  Truly,  all  that  they  can  reason- 
ably require  is,  that  we  should  confine 
ourselves  to  plain  and  simple  quotations ; 
and  this  we  will  do.  If  they  distrust  our 
judgment  so  far  as  to  think  us  incapable  of 
understanding  even  passages  of  this  nature, 
why  should  we  be  less  incapable  of  under- 
standing the  explanations  of  the  church  ? 
If  we  cannot  take  a  step  without  infalli- 
bility, it  will  no  longer  suffice  for  the 
church  to  be  infallible ;  we  must  be  so  our- 
selves. But  they  who  make  use  of  the 
Bible  to  support  their  theory  of  an  infalli- 
ble tribunal,  cannot  take  it  ill,  if  we  use  it 
in  support  of  ours.  Let  us  then  open  the 
Bible,  to  learn  what  it  teaches  on  the  sub- 
ject of  its  own  interpretation. 

In  the  first  place,  let  us  inquire  whether 
the  Scriptures  are  in  favor  of  the  Romish 
doctrine.  They  produce  texts;  we  have 
only  to  examine  them. 

We  begin  with  a  general  remark  on  the 
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use  which  they  make  of  Scripture.  In 
many  instances  they  apply  the  declarations 
of  this  holy  volume  to  subjects  with  which 
they  have  no  connection.  Here  are  several 
examples  of  this.  When  it  is  said,  1  Pet. 
2 :  18j  that  we  ought  to  be  subject  even 
"to  the  froward,"  the  apostle  speaks  of  the 
duties  of  servants  towards  their  masters ; 
not  of  the  faithful  towards  their  pastors. 
The  "sincere  milk  of  the  word/'  of  which 
the  same  apostle  speaks,  1  Pet.  2:2,  is  the 
milk  of  the  word  of  God ;  not  of  the  church. 
"The  letter"  which  "  killeth,"  2  Cor.  3 : 
6,  is  the  Jewish  law;  and  "the  spirit" 
which  "  giveth  life,"  is  the  Holy  Spirit, 
shed  abroad  under  the  New  Testament 
dispensation.  The  Papists  give  to  these 
two  words  the  sense  which  they  have  in 
ordinary  language,  but  which  is  altogether 
foreign  to  the  object  of  the  apostle  in  this 
place.  That  "  holy  law,"  by  which  "sin 
worketh  death,"  Rom.  7:  12,  13,  is  the 
commandment  of  God,  which  condemns 
transgressors  to  death,  not  the  divine  word 
generally.     Lastly,  the   "  private  interpre- 
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tatiorij"  against  which  the  apostle  Peter 
forewarns  the  faithful,  2  Pet.  1 :  20,  is  a 
private  interpretation  of  the  prophet,  not  a 
private  interpretation  of  the  reader.  The 
doctrine  of  the  apostle  is  this  : — ''  Prophecy 
ought  to  be  explained,  not  by  the  private 
sentiments  of  the  prophet,  but  by  the  de- 
signs of  God."  Thus,  when  we  meet  with 
the  terrible  imprecations  which  are  found 
in  the  Psalms,  we  must  consider  them,  not 
as  expressions  of  vengeance  on  the  part  of 
the  psalmist  against  his  enemies,  but  as  the 
inspired  declaration  of  the  holy  wrath  of 
God  against  his  foes.  It  is  evident  that 
such  is  the  meaning  of  the  apostle,  from 
the  reason  which  he  gives  for  this  declara- 
tion :  '^  For  prophecy  came  not  in  the  old 
time  by  the  will  of  man  ;  but  holy  men  of 
God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  Ghost."  We  see  from  these  examples 
how  falsely  the  Papists  quote  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  an  error  which  has  always  been 
common  among  the  defenders  of  an  infalli- 
ble tribunal. 

We  will  examine  somewhat  more  par- 
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ticularly  the  texts  usually  quoted  to  sus- 
tain the  Romish  doctrine.  They  are  the 
strongest  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  Bible, 
(and  they  have  been  sought  after  for  more 
than  a  thousand  years.)  but  we  shall  not 
find  among  them  a  single  passage  which 
formally  proclaims  that  God  has  establish- 
ed an  infallible  tribunal  for  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Scriptures.  And,  especially,  we 
shall  find  none  which  says  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  is  alone  authorized  to  in- 
terpret the  Bible  for  all  believers.  The 
apostle  Paul,  who,  in  his  fourteen  epistles, 
has  treated  of  all  the  great  questions  of  our 
faith, — who  addressed  the  longest  of  these 
epistles  to  the  church  of  Rome  itself, — says 
not  a  word  on  the  subject !  The  apostle 
Peter,  who  has  written  two  letters,  ad- 
dressed to  so  many  churches  at  once,  and 
so  complete  in  their  brevity, — who,  accord- 
ing to  the  Romanists,  has  the  key  of  this 
immense  edifice,  does  not  even  mention  it ! 
Jesus  Christ,  who  with  so  much  conde- 
scension forestalled  the  inquiries  of  his  dis- 
ciples, that  he  once  addressed  to  them 
3# 
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these  touching  words,  ^^  If  it  were  not  so,  I 
would  have  told  you,''  John  14  :  2,  speaks 
not  of  it !  Not  one  among  the  inspired 
writers  says  a  word  of  any  visible  tribunal 
which  is  charged  with  the  interpretation  of 
the  Scriptures.  What  shall  we  think  of 
this  silence  ?  Does  it  not  speak  louder  than 
words?  Would  the  Head  of  the  Church 
leave  us  to  conjectures,  or  to  inductions 
only,  always  more  or  less  uncertain,  in 
respect  to  the  very  foundation  of  our  faith  ? 
No,  assuredly,  no  ;  a  thousand  times  no  ! 

But  what,  in  fact,  are  these  inductions, 
on  which  they  wish  us  to  risk  our  eternal 
interests?  Let  us  take,  in  the  first  place, 
the  celebrated  promise  of  our  Lord,  to 
Peter,  Math.  16  :  18,  and  let  us  pause  a 
little  upon  it ;  since  it  is  the  only  one  in 
which  the  Romish  church  allows  itself  to 
be  perceived,  though  on  a  very  dim  and 
distant  horizon.  In  this  passage  the  advo- 
cates of  an  infallible  tribunal,  see  St.  Peter 
as  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ  on  earth ;  then 
St.  Peter,  as  bishop  of  Rome,  and  lastly, 
St.  Peter  transmitting  his  prerogatives  to 
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the  bishops  of  Rome,  his  successors.  They 
see  all  this  ;  but  we  cannot  see  it.  Here  is 
a  promise  for  the  church :  ^^  The  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail  against  it."  (We  shall 
recur  to  this  hereafter,)  and  here  are,  also, 
personal  promises  for  Peter,  to  which  we 
must  confine  ourselves  for  a  moment. 

These  promises,  and  especially  the  first, 
have  received  more  than  one  interpretation. 
Let  us  admit  that  which  is  most  favorable 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Romanists;  the 
church  of  Christ  will  be  built  upon  St. 
Peter,  though  it  has  not  the  authority  of 
the  fathers  in  its  favor;  for  the  most  an- 
cient among  them  have  preferred  to  see  in 
^^  the  rock"  on  which  the  church  of  Christ 
was  to  be  built,  either  the  person  of  Christ, 
or  the  testimony  which  his  disciple  had 
just  borne  to  him ;  seeing,  says  Augustine, 
that  ^'  it  is  not  the  rock  which  is  upon  Pe- 
ter, but  Peter   who  is  upon  the  rock."=^ 


*  See  also  Justin  Dial.  cum.  Tryph.  ^Oper.,  p.  255.  Syl- 
bourg,  1593.  Athan.  Orat.  Oper.  Vol.  I.  p.  519,  520.  Cotn- 
mel,  1600.  Hireon.  Comment,  in  Math.  16:  18,  lib.  iii. 
Oper.,  Vol.  VI.  p.  33.    Colon.  1616. 
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Even  with  this  interpretation,  the  promise 
made  to  St.  Peter  does  not  suppose  that  he 
was  made  the  vicar  of  Jesus  Christ.  It  is 
explained  quite  naturally,  like  many  other 
of  Christ's  promises  to  his  disciples,  by  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles  ;  a  practical  commen- 
tary, where  we  may  learn,  by  facts,  how 
the  apostles  understood  these  promises,  and 
what  accomplishment  they  have  received. 
The  promise  now  under  consideration  is 
illustrated  by  the  second  and  tenth  chap- 
ters of  this  book ;  by  the  second,  where  we 
see  Peter  the  first  to  announce  the  gospel 
to  the  Jews,  by  the  tenth,  where  he  is  the 
first  to  announce  it  to  the  Gentiles  :  so  that 
he  opens  the  kingdom  of  heaven  both  to 
the  one  and  the  other,  and  lays  the  first 
stone  of  each  of  the  two  churches,  of  which 
the  Universal  church  is  composed.  Surely 
it  is  a  glorious  privilege  granted  to  Peter, 
as  a  recompense  for  his  having  been  the 
first  among  all  to  confess  Jesus  Christ, 
openly  and  publicly,  as  the  Son  of  God,  a 
circumstance  judged  so  worthy  of  remark 
by  the  inspired  historians  of  Christ,  that  it 
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is  among  the  small  number  of  those  which 
have  been  related  by  all  the  four.^  But  of 
Peter  being  constituted  the  vicar  of  Christ, 
of  a  supremacy  in  the  apostleship,  there  is 
not  a  word.  Besides,  this  supremacy  is 
positively  contradicted  by  the  history  of 
the  Acts,  where  we  see  Paul  occupying  a 
rank  at  least  as  high  as  that  of  Peter  ;  and 
by  the  Epistles,  where  we  hear  the  same 
Paul  declare,  that  he  is  ''not  a  whit  be- 
hind the  very  chiefest  apostles,"  2  Cor. 
11 :  5  ;  and  that  he  ''  withstood  Peter  to 
his  face,"  on  one  occasion,  ''because  he 
was  to  be  blamed."    Gal.  2:11. 

But  even  should  it  be  true  that  Peter 
was  the  vicar  of  Christ,  this  would  prove 
much  for  the  apostle,  but  nothing  for  the 
theory  of  the  Papists.  They  can  support 
it  only  by  adding  to  the  text  two  points, 
which  we  are  very  sure  are  not  there :  first 
that  Peter  was  bishop  of  Rome  ;  secondly 
that  he  transmitted  his  powers  to  his  suc- 
cessors.    And  this  is  what  they  call  prov- 


*  Math.  16  ;  Mark  8 ;  Luke  9 ;  John  6. 
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ing  a  thing  from  the  Bible.  In  vain  their 
argument  places  one  foot  on  this  rock  of 
ages,  whilst  the  other  hangs  over  empty- 
space  ;  it  must  inevitably  fall. 

'^ Peter  was  bishop  of  Rome!"  We 
cannot  even  ascertain  whether  he  ever  was 
at  Rome.  Some  of  the  fathers  affirm  this, 
others  deny  it.  But  observe,  even  those 
who  attest  that  Peter  visited  Rome,  are  not 
agreed  as  to  whether  he  was  bishop  of  that 
city.  Thus  according  to  Irenseus,  Peter 
founded  the  church  of  Rome,  with  Paul, 
but  was  not  its  first  bishop  ;  the  first  bishop 
of  Rome  was  Linus.  The  Apostolic  con- 
stitutions expressly  declare  that  ^^Paul 
ordained  Linus  first  bishop  of  the  church  of 
the  Romans.^  This  suffices  to  overthrow 
the  whole  of  the  Papist's  scaffolding,  if  we 
may  be  allowed  to  use  such  an  expression. 

And  then,  if  Peter  had  been  bishop  of 
Rome,  would  it  follow  that  his  successors 
must  inherit  all  his  powers?  This  trans- 
mission !     One  would  imagine  it  to  be  so 


*  Apost.  Const,     lib.  vii.  c.  46. 
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simple  a  thing,  that  it  is  not  even  necessary 
to  prove  it;  and,  in  fact,  there  is  not  the 
shadoAV  of  a  proof  in  its  favor.  James, 
according  to  the  unanimous  testimony  of 
antiquity,  was  the  first  bishop  of  Jerusalem ; 
did  his  authority  pass  to  his  successors. 
In  truth,  had  there  been  a  succession  of  the 
nature  of  that  which  the  Papists  suppose, 
we  should  much  rather  have  e:Kpected  it  for 
the  church  of  Jerusalem,  than  for  that  of 
Rome.  For  the  church  of  Jerusalem  had 
the  double  privilege  of  being  the  first  that 
was  founded ;  whence  it  was  called,  by  a 
general  council,  ^'  the  mother  of  the  church- 
es,"=^  and  that  of  having  incontestably  had 
an  apostle  for  its  bishop.f 

One  grows  weary  of  combating  such 
vain  imaginations.  To  sum  up  :  in  order 
to  agree  with  the  Papists,  we  must  admit, 
without  Scripture  proof,  that  Peter  was 
Christ's  vicar;  without  historical  proof, 
and  contrary  to  the  most  authentic  tradi- 


*'rheodoretj  Hist.  Eccl.,  lib.  v.  c.  9. 
tTertullian.,  De  Pudic.    p.  767,  768. 
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tions,  that  he  was  bishop  of  Rome ;  and 
without  rational  or  any  other  kind  of 
proof,  that  his  power  has  passed  from  hand 
to  hand,  to  all  the  bishops  of  this  church. 
And  this  laborious  argumentation,  endless- 
ly complicated  by  suppositions  on  Scrip- 
ture, suppositions  on  history,  suppositions 
on  the  designs  of  God  must  be  the  support 
of  our  eternal  hopes !  A  moving  sand, 
a  fleeting  cloud,  must  be  the  rock  of  our 
salvation. 

But  if  the  infallibility  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  church  cannot  be  proved  by  Scrip- 
ture, are  there  not  passages  which  prove 
the  existence  of  an  infallible  church  in 
general?  Let  us  examine.  It  would  be 
tedious  to  consider  all  the  texts  which  are 
quoted  in  proof  of  the  existence  of  an  in- 
fallible tribunal  which  is  charged  with  the 
duty  of  interpreting  the  Bible.  We  will 
confine  ourselves  to  a  few  of  the  most  im- 
portant. 

There  is,  according  to  the  New  Testa- 
ment, a  church,  which  is  ^^the  pillar  and 
ground  of  the  truth;"   with  which    the 
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Saviour  will  be  present,  even  to  the  end  of 
the  world ;  and  against  which  the  gates  of 
hell  shall  not  prevail.^'  Truly,  these  are 
glorious  promises,  which  ought  to  fill  the 
Christian's  heart  with  joy.  But  do  they 
imply  an  infallible  church  ?  By  no  means. 
We  must  here  repeat  the  two  reflections 
which  we  have  already  made  on  similar 
expressions  in  the  fathers.  There  is  no 
question  here  of  a  determinate  church,  but 
of  the  church  of  God  in  general ;  and  the 
Lord  promises  to  render  his  church  not  in- 
fallible, but  faithful.  It  suffices  for  the 
fulfillment  of  this  promise,  that  the  Lord 
should  always  reserve  to  himself  upon 
earth  a  church  which  preserves  the  essen- 
tials of  the  Christian  faith ;  this  church  may 
be  composed  of  members  belonging  to  more 
than  one  particular  church.  In  other 
words,  the  religion  of  Christ  will  never 
perish  in  the  hearts  of  men  :  it  will  always 
be  preserved  in  one  or  another  of  the 
branches  of  the  great  Christian  church. 
This  sentiment  has  been  well  expressed  by 
Tostatus  d' A  Vila,  who  himself  belonged  to 
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the  Romish  church.  ' '  The  universal  church 
never  errs,  because  it  never  errs  in  all  its 
branches."  This  is  what  God  has  prom- 
ised :  this  is  what  has  hitherto  been  per- 
formed, even  in  the  worst  times ;  and  this 
will  be  the  case  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
But  between  this  and  an  infallible  tribunal, 
established  for  the  interpretation  of  the 
Scriptures,  there  is  a  vast  difference. 

But,  say  the  Papists,  in  the  following 
passages,  there  must  indeed  be  a  determi- 
nate church,  the  infallibility  of  which 
Christ  guarantees ;  there  must  indeed  be 
successors  of  the  apostles,  to  whose  decis- 
ions we  ought  implicitly  to  yield.  ^'  What- 
soever thou  shalt  bind  on  earth  shall  be 
bound  in  heaven :  and  whatsoever  thou 
shalt  loose  on  earth  shall  be  loosed  in 
heaven.  Whosesoever  sins  ye  remit,  they 
are  remitted  unto  them ;  and  whosesoever 
sins  ye  retain,  they  are  retained."  Bui 
there  is  no  question  here  of  successors  of 
the  apostles,  still  less  of  infallible  success- 
ors. A  single  remark  will  suffice  to  over- 
throw this  interpretation.    ''  He  who  proves 
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too  much,  proves  nothing,"  says  the  prov- 
erb. If  we  were  to  admit  the  Catholic 
interpretation,  these  two  passages  would 
prove  nothing  less  than  the  infallible  au- 
thority of  every  disciple  of  Christ.  For 
read  what  follows  the  former  quotation. 
After  having  said,  Math.  18  :  18,  ''  What- 
soever ye  shall  bind  &c.,  the  Saviour  im- 
mediately adds,  '^  Again  I  say  unto  you, 
that  if  two  of  you  shall  agree  on  earth  as 
touching  any  thing  that  they  shall  ask,  it 
shall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  who 
is  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or  three  are 
gathered  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I 
in  the  midst  of  them."  This  is  evidently  a 
consecutive  discourse,  the  whole  of  which 
is  addressed  to  the  same  persons ;  and  it  is 
evident  from  the  last  words  just  quoted, 
that  these  persons  are  merely  believers. 
As  to  the  second  quotation,  ^^Whosesoever 
sins  ye  remit,"  you  have  only  to  compare 
the  chapter  of  John  in  which  it  is  found, 
(John  20  :  19-T-23,)  with  the  gospel  accord- 
ing to  Luke,  (24:  36 — 49,)  to  perceive  that 
these  two  passages  refer  to  one  and  the 
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same  conversation  between  our  Lord  and 
his  disciples ;  and  that  on  this  occasion  he 
spoke  not  only  to  his  disciples,  but  also  ^'to 
them  that  were  with  them,*'  Luke  24:  33. 
Lastly,  in  a  corresponding  passage  in  the 
Psalms,  where  binding  of  kings,  and  exe- 
cuting upon  them  the  judgment  written, 
Ps.  149  :  8,  9,  are  spoken  of,  it  is  expressly 
added,  ^'  This  honor  have  all  the  saints.'' 

We  do  not  deny,  that  the  promise  in 
question  was  intended,  in  the  first  place, 
for  the  apostles ;  nor  that  it  belongs  to  them 
in  a  special  sense  :  but  it  is  certain,  from  the 
proofs  we  have  just  given,  that  it  also  has 
a  more  extensive  application,  according  to 
which  it  applies  to  every  true  disciple  of 
Christ.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  ex- 
plain the  meaning  of  this  promise  when  we 
come  to  speak  of  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
with  which  it  is  closely  connected.  But  in 
no  sense  does  it  concern  the  successors  of 
the  apostles.  Or  rather,  the  apostles,  as 
apostles,  neither  have,  nor  can  have,  any 
successors,  any  more  than  the  prophets. 
As  believers,  all  believers  are  their  success- 
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ors.  A  body  of  priests  and  teachers  who 
inherit  the  infallible  authority  of  the  apos- 
tles, is  no  where  referred  to  in  the  Scrip- 
tures. When  Christ  said,  ^'  Lo  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world/' 
it  is  not  only  with  the  apostles,  that  he  will 
be,  but  also  with  believers  in  all  ages.  But 
where  is  it  said,  I  will  be  with  you,  priests, 
successors  of  the  apostles  ? 

We  ought  to  distrust  these  associations 
of  ideas,  which  pervert  the  meaning  of  the 
Bible,  under  pretence  of  completing  it. 
When  the  Papists  read,  ^'  He  that  heareth 
you  heareth  me,''  they  immediately  infer 
that  the  priests  must  be  heard,  but  Jesus 
did  not  speak  of  them.  It  must  be  ascer- 
tained to  whom  the  you  in  the  text  refers : 
now,  it  applies  either  to  the  apostles,  or  to 
every  believer.  The  priests  have  no  more 
right  to  rest  their  claims  on  this  passage, 
than  a  man  would  have  to  imagine  ha 
should  be  king  of  Israel,  because  it  is 
written,  "  Thou  shalt  be  king  over  Israel." 
What  has  been  quoted  above,  has  indeed 
been  said ;  but  not  to  the  priestg,  who  are 
4=^ 
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not  named  in  these  texts,  and  who  are 
every  where  introduced  by  means  of  this 
sUght  addition,  after  the  word  ^^  apostles," 
and  their  successors :  an  addition  with 
which  it  has  apparently  no  connection,  and 
which  entirely  alters  the  meaning  of  these 
promises.  There  is  but  one  way  by  which 
the  pretended  successors  of  the  apostles 
may  enjoy  these  promises;  namely,  by 
humbly  confounding  themselves  with  the 
believers  to  whom  they  are  made. 

The  Papists  undertake  to  prove  from  the 
Scriptures,  that,  instead  of  reading  for  our- 
selves, we  ought  to  rely  on  the  interpreta- 
tion of  an  infallible  tribunal :  a  fundamental 
doctrine,  and  one  as  to  which  we  have  a 
right  to  require  the  most  decisive  testimo- 
ny. And  what  do  they  show  us?  Of 
passages  which  interdict  the  general  read- 
ing of  the  Bible,  not  one.  Of  passages 
which  establish  the  infallible  tribunal,  to 
which  they  pretend  we  ought  to  yield,  not 
one.  There  remains  nothing  but  five  or 
six  declarations,  isolated  from  their  context, 
arbitrarily  explained,  and  more  arbitrarily 
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applied ;  and  from  these  they  draw  remote 
and  most  unwarrantable  inferences.  Is  this 
sufficient  7  Shall  we  risk  the  salvation  of 
our  souls  upon  this  ?  Thus  to  employ  the 
word  of  Godj  is  not  to  use  but  to  abuse  it. 
Let  us  tremble  at  the  thought  of  wresting 
from  this  holy  book  a  forced  testimony 
in  favor  of  a  doctrine  already  determined 
upon,  and  derived  from  our  own  invention. 
Let  us  rather  listen  to  it  with  the  deepest 
humility,  and  receive  the  doctrine  which 
God  has  taught  there,  whatever  it  may  be. 
Then  only  shall  we  treat  the  Bible  with 
the  respect  which  is  its  due :  but  then  we 
shall  find  the  right  secured,  or  rather  pre- 
scribed, to  every  believer,  of  reading  it 
himself,  with  prayer  for  the  aid  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  to  enable  him  to  comprehend 
it. 


44 


CHAPTER    II. 

THE    BIBLE    WRITTEN    FOR    ALL. 

In  attempting  to  show  from  the  Bible 
that  God  not  only  permits,  but  commands 
all  men,  to  read  it ;  we  feel  no  other  em- 
barrassment than  what  arises  from  the 
abundance  of  the  evidence  which  lies  be- 
fore us.  The  Bible  every  where  supposes 
that  men  are  to  read  it :  it  was  written  only 
to  that  end.  All  that  we  can  do  is  to  select 
several  passages  in  which  this  design  shows 
itself,  if  possible,  more  clearly  than  else- 
where. But  it  is  not  to  forced  interpreta- 
tions, to  consequences  laboriously  deduced, 
that  we  are  about  to  appeal ;  it  is  to  simple 
declarations,  taken  in  their  most  obvious 
sense  in  which  they  present,  themselves  to 
the  mind  of  a  plain  honest  man.  Of  this 
let  the  reader  judge. 
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SECTION   I. 

PROOF  FROM  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  Old  Testament. 
Under  this  first  dispensation,  inferior  to 
ours  in  hght  and  hberty,  what  use  were  the 
people  to  make  of  the  word  of  God  ?  Mo- 
ses, the  most  ancient  among  the  prophets 
will  reply,  ''And  Moses  wrote  this  law,  and 
delivered  it  unto  the  priests  the  sons  of  Le- 
vi, which  bare  the  Ark  of  the  covenant  of 
the  Lord,  and  unto  all  the  elders  of  Israel. 
And  Moses  commanded  them,  saying,  at 
the  end  of  every  seven  years,  in  the  solem- 
nity of  the  year  of  release,  in  the  feast  of 
tabernacles,  when  all  Israel  is  come  to 
appear  before  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  the 
place  which  he  shall  choose,  thou  shalt  read 
this  law  before  all  Israel  in  their  hearing. 
Gather  the  people  together,  men.  and  wo- 
men, and  children,  and  thy  stranger  that  is 
within  thy  gates,  that  they  may  hear,  and 
that  they  may  learn,  and  fear  the  Lord  your 
God  and  observe  to  do  all  the  words  of  this 
law :    and  that  their  children,  which  have 
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not  known  any  thing  may  hear,  and  learn 
to  fear  the  Lord  your  God,  as  long  as  ye 
live  in  the  land  whither  ye  go  over  Jordan 
to  possess  it."— Deut.  31 :  9—13.=^  This 
law  must  be  read  every  seven  years,  to 
all  the  people,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren; simply  read,  there  is  no  mention 
made  of  its  interpretation,  read  entirely, 
not  partially ;  read  in  order,  that  those  who 
heard  it  might  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  their 
God.     So  salutary  is  this  reading. 

But  this  book,  the  Papists  tell  us,  was 
confided  to  the  care  of  the  priests.  This  is 
true:  the  book  which  Moses  had  written 
with  his  own  hand,  was  intrusted  to  them. 
It  was  necessary  that  it  should  be  delivered 
to  some  one ;  and  to  whom  could  it  be  more 
appropriately  given  than  to  the  men  whose 
office  obliged  them  to  read  it  to  the  people, 
and  to  watch  over  the  preservation  of  the 
sacred  text?  But  between  placing  the 
original  copy  of  the  law  in  the  hands  of  the 
priests,  and  giving  up  to  them  every  suc- 


*  See  also,  John  8  :  35. 
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ceeding  copy  that  might  be  madej  there  is 
a  mighty  difference.  We  must  not  forget 
that  books  were  very  rare  at  that  period, 
when  they  were  written  by  the  hand  with 
great  labor.  At  that  time  the  precautions 
of  Moses  were  dictated  by  necessity ;  and 
they  are  no  authority  for  restraining  the 
use  of  the  holy  volume  in  our  more  favored 
times,  when  it  is  accessible  to  all.  Let  us, 
however,  look  at  the  whole  passage,  and 
we  shall  see  that  Moses  has  taken  care  to 
prevent  the  explanation  which  the  Roman- 
ists give  of  his  meaning.  For  it  is  not  to 
the  priests  alone  that  he  confided  the  book 
of  the  Law  ;  it  is  ^^  to  the  priests  and  to  all 
the  elders  of  Israel,^''  Now,  the  elders  were 
heads  of  families,  men  of  every  profession, 
and  of  every  tribe.  It  was  then,  in  reality, 
to  the  representatives  of  the  entire  people 
that  the  law  was  delivered,  to  be  read  to 
the  whole  nation.  They  were  enjoined  to 
read  it  in  public  at  least  every  seven  years, 
in  order  that  every  Israelite  might  have 
several  opportunities  of  hearing  it  in  the 
course  of  his  life.     But  that  did  not  prevent 


48  THE    READING 

the  guardians  of  the  law  from  readmg  it 
more  frequently  to  the  people,  nor  private 
persons  from  reading  it  in  their  own  houses, 
if  they  possessed  a  copy.  As  to  the  public 
reading,  we  see  that  it  took  place  under 
many  other  circumstances.  It  was  always 
the  first  means  adopted  by  pious  men,  when 
they  endeavored  to  revive  the  piety  of  the 
nation  :  either  kings,  such  as  Jehoshaphat, 
2  Chron.  17 :  9  ;  and  Josiah,  2  Chron.  34 : 
30,  31 ;  or  prophets,  such  as  Ezra,  Nehe- 
miah.  Neh.  8  :  2,  3,  7,  8.=^  But  especially 
remark  the  account  given  by  Jeremiah,  of 
the  reading  of  his  prophecies  before  the 
people  by  Baruch,  his  scribe.  Baruch  read 
this  book  to  all  classes  successively  :  to  the 
multitude,  to  the  magistrates,  and,  lastly, 
to  the  king  and  his  servants.  It  was  a 
simple  reading;  and  this  reading  was  so 
well  understood,  that  it  moved  the  whole 
court.  The  princes  were  afraid,  and  the 
king  so  irritated,  that  he  cut  the  roll  of  Ba- 


*  In  this  instance,  the  reading  of  the  law  is  followed  by  an 
explanation  given  by  the  Levites.    Reading  and  Preaching. 
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ruch  with  a  pen-knife,  and  cast  it  into  the 
fire. 

Look  at  the  use  which  the  kings  of  Isra- 
el in  particular  were  enjoined  to  make  of 
the  holy  volume.  ^^  And  it  shall  be  when 
he  sitteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  kingdom, 
that  he  shall  write  him  a  copy  of  this  law 
in  a  bookj  out  of  that  which  is  before  the 
priests  the  Levites.  And  it  shall  be  with 
him,  and  he  shall  read  therein  all  the  days 
of  his  life ;  that  he  may  learn  to  fear  the 
Lord  his  God,  to  keep  all  the  words  of  this 
law,  and  these  statutes,  to  do  them :  that 
his  heart  be  not  lifted  up  above  his  breth- 
ren, and  that  he  turn  not  aside  from  the 
commandment,  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the 
left ;  to  the  end  that  he  may  prolong  his 
days  in  his  kingdom,  he,  and  his  children, 
in  the  midst  of  Israel.''— Deut.  17:  18—20. 

Would  Kings  have  been  less  subject  than 
the  rest  of  mankind  to  the  authority  of  our 
infallible  tribunal,  had  one  existed  ?  It  is 
not  thus  that  it  is  customarily  taught ;  and 
they  would  be  hardly  disposed,  we  think, 
to  dispense  with  their  obedience  on  this 
5 
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point  of  the  general  law.  Here  we  see  the 
kings  of  Israel  obliged  to  write  out  a  copy 
of  the  law  with  their  own  hand,  and  to  read 
it  every  day  of  their  lives ;  and  why  ?  be- 
cause this  reading  would  teach  them  to 
fear  God ;  and  to  keep  his  commandments. 
If  it  teaches  this  to  kings,  will  it  not  teach 
it  to  private  individuals  ? 

Hear,  again,  the  beautiful  exhortation 
addressed  by  Moses  to  Joshua,  who  was 
not  a  priest,  nor  even  a  member  of  the  tribe 
chosen  for  the  service  of  the  tabernacle. 
'^  This  book  of  the  law  shall  not  depart  out 
of  thy  mouth  ;  but  thou  shalt  meditate 
therein  day  and  night,  that  thou  mayest 
observe  to  do  according  to  all  that  is  writ- 
ten therein :  for  then  thou  shalt  make  thy 
way  prosperous,  and  then  thou  shalt  have 
good  success." — Josh.  1 :  8. 

A  Governor,  the  General  of  an  army, 
ought  to  meditate  day  and  night  in  the  law 
of  God  ;  and  it  is  this  which  shall  make  his 
way  prosperous  :  and  why  should  not  every 
other  believer  apply  to  himself  this  com- 
mandment, and   this  promise?     It  is  not 
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surprising  that  the  instruction  of  those  who 
exercise  the  highest  offices  in  the  State 
should  be  specially  provided  for ;  but  we 
cannot  conceive  that  this  should  be  to  the 
exclusion  of  others. 

However,  we  are  not  reduced  to  simple 
inductions.  The  same  recommendation 
that  was  made  to  Joshua,  we  find,  almost 
word  for  word,  addressed  to  all,  and  ac- 
companied by  the  same  promise.  -^Blessed 
is  the  man  that  walketh  not  in  the  counsel 
of  the  ungodly,  nor  standeth  in  the  way  of 
sinners,  nor  sitteth  in  the  seat  of  the  scorn- 
ful. But  his  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord  ;  and  in  his  law  doth  he  meditate  day 
and  night.  And  he  shall  be  like  a  tree 
planted  by  the  rivers  of  water,  that  bring- 
eth  forth  his  fruit  in  his  season :  his  leaf 
also  shall  not  wither ;  and  whatsoever  he 
doeth  shall  prosper." — Ps.  1 :  1 — 3.  Here 
we  see,  that  which  essentially  characterizes 
the  godly,  that  which  distinguishes  him 
from  the  wicked,  that  which  ensures  the 
blessings  of  God  upon  all  his  undertakings, 
is  reading  and  meditating  upon  the  word 
of  God. 
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As  time  advances,  and  as  God's  people 
obtain  more  light,  we  find  the  reading  of 
the  Bible  more  earnestly  recommended,  and 
more  general.  After  what  -we  have  just 
said,  it  will  be  sufficient  for  us  rapidly  to 
indicate  a  few  other  testimonies  from  the 
Old  Testament.  The  Psalms  are  full  of 
this  subject.  ^'The  laAV  of  the  Lord  Hs 
perfect,  converting  the  soul :  the  testimony 
of  the  Lord  is  sure,  making  wise  the  sim- 
ple :  The  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right, 
rejoicing  the  heart:  the  commandment  of 
the  Lord  is  pure,  enlightening  the  eyes." 
Ps.  19 :  7,  8.  Read  also  Psalm  119.  It  is 
so  filled  with  the  praises  of  the  word  of 
God,  that,  among  the  hundred  and  seventy 
six  verses  of  which  it  is  composed,  there 
are  not  more  than  four  or  five  wherein  it  is 
not  mentioned,  by  one  name  or  another. 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  author  of  this 
Psalm  fully  practiced  the  precept  of  the 
first  Psalm.  Read  some  of  these  verses, 
which  breathe  so  ardent  a  love  for  the  in- 
spired word  of  the  prophets.  Ought  that 
of  the  apostles,  that  of  the  Son  of  God,  to 
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be  less  precious  to  us  ?  ^^Wherewithal  shall 
a  young  man  cleanse  his  way  ?  by  taking 
heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word.  Thy 
word  have  I  hid  in  my  heart,  that  I  might 
not  sin  against  thee.  Open  thou  mine  eyes, 
that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  of 
thy  law.  Thy  testimonies,  also  are  my 
delight,  and  my  counsellors.  And  I  will 
delight  myself  in  thy  commandments, 
which  I  have  loved.  My  hands  also  will 
I  lift  up  unto  thy  commandments,  which  I 
have  loved ;  and  I  will  meditate  in  thy 
statutes.  The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better 
unto  me  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver. 
O  how  love  I  thy  law !  it  is  my  meditation 
all  the  day.  I  have  more  understanding 
than  all  my  teachers ;  for  thy  testimonies 
are  my  meditation.  I  understand  more 
than  the  ancients,  because  I  keep  thy  pre- 
cepts. How  sweet  are  thy  words  unto  my 
taste !  yea,  sweeter  than  honey  to  my 
mouth !  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my 
feet,  and  a  light  unto  my  path.  The  en- 
trance of  thy  words  giveth  light ;  it  giveth 
understanding  unto  the  simple.  I  prevented 
5=^ 
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the  dawning  of  the  morning,  and  cried :  I 
hoped  in  thy  word.  Mine  eyes  prevent  the 
night  watches,  that  I  might  meditate  in  thy 
word.  Great  peace  have  they  which  love 
thy  law;  and  nothing  shall  offend  them.'' 
O !  may  the  day  soon  arrive  when  the 
word  of  God  will  be  to  us  all  that  it  was  to 
the  Psalmist.  Are  those  animated  with  the 
same  spirit  as  he  who  in  any  way  attempt 
to  discourage  us  from  reading  the  Bible  ? 
The  holy  prophets  knew  nothing  of  that 
caution  which  is  frequently  pretended  to  be 
necessary  for  us  in  respect  to  this  subject. 
We  cannot,  in  their  estimation,  make  too 
free  a  use  of  divine  truth.  Language  seems 
to  fail  them  in  describing  the  close  intimacy 
which  ought  to  exist  between  God's  words 
and  our  minds.  ^'  Bind  them  upon  thy 
fingers,  write  them  upon  the  table  of  thy 
heart.  And  these  words,  which  I  command 
thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thy  heart :  And 
thou  shalt  teach  them  diligently  unto  thy 
children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou 
sittest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou  walkest 
by  the  way,  and  when  thou  liest  down,  and 
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when  thou  rises  t  up.'^  Pro  v.  7  :  3.  Deut. 
6:  6—7. 

Let  us  obey  God  rather  than  man.  ^^Tq 
the  Law  and  to  the  testimony!"  This 
fine  exclamation  is  found  in  Isaiah,  (ch. 
8  :  20,)  and  he  adds  this  warning,  which 
ought  to  call  forth  our  most  serious  reflec- 
tion :  ''If  they  speak  not  according  to  this 
word,  it#is  because  there  is  no  light  in 
them."  Yes,  ''to  the  law  and  to  the  tes- 
timony!" This  voice  resounds  from  the 
entire  Old  Testament.  Evidently,  its  be- 
lievers were  to  read  and  meditate  on  the 
word  of  God  for  themselves ;  evidently, 
there  was  no  infallible  tribunal  charged 
with  its  interpretation. 

After  this,  ought  we  to  expect  to  find  the 
reading  of  the  Bible  restricted  under  the 
NcAV  Testament  1  Is  it  more  obscure  than 
the  Old  1  Or  has  the  disciple  of  Christ  less 
liberty  than  the  disciple  of  Moses?  We 
will  let  the  New  Testament  speak  for  it- 
self? 
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SECTION    II. 

PROOF    FROM    THE    NEW    TESTAMENT. 

We  open  the  holy  volume,  and  in  the 
fourth  chapter  of  the  first  gospel,  we  read 
that  the  Lord  Jesus,  three  times  tempted  of 
the  devil  in  the  wilderness,  opposes  to  each 
of  these  temptations  a  citation  from  the 
word  of  God,  preceded  by  these  solemn 
words,  '^t  is  written,"  Math.  4:  1—10. 
Has  not  our  Saviour,  in  every  circumstance 
of  his  life,  but  especially  on  this  occasion, 
left  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow 
his  steps  ?  1  Pet.  2  :  21.  And  can  we  find 
a  more  powerful  weapon  wherewith  to 
overcome  temptation,  than  this  same,  '^It 
is  written  "  ?  by  means  of  which  Jesus  tri- 
umphed. But  how  shall  we  find  like  him, 
a  special  text,  to  employ  against  each  spe- 
cial temptation,  if  we  have  not  that  exact 
knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  which  person- 
al study  alone  can  give?  Farther  on,  the 
Saviour,  when  interrogated  by  a  scribe,  as  to 
what  he  must  do  to  obtain  eternal  life,  pro- 
poses to  him,  in  his  turn,   this  question. 
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^'  What  is  written  in  the  Law?  how  readest 
thou"  ?  Luke  10  :  26.  Suppose  this  question 
were  addressed  to  us,  how  could  we  reply, 
if  we  knew  not  what  was  written.  Con- 
nect together  these  two  passages:  ''It  is 
written.''  This  is  the  weapon  that  Christ 
places  in  our  hands.  ^'  What  is  written?" 
This  is  the  question  which  Christ  proposes 
to  us ;  and  this  requires  us  to  read. 

Let  us  proceed.  Christ  said  to  the  Jews, 
^^ Search  the  scriptures;  for  in  them  ye 
think  ye  have  eternal  life :  and  they  are 
they  which  testify  of  me.  And  ye  will  not 
come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life."  John 
5  :  39,  40.  Christ  here  appeals  to  the  Bi- 
ble, as  to  a  book  which  was  accessible  to 
every  one ;  he  approves  of  those  who  read 
it ;  and  only  blames  the  Jews  because  they 
had  not  there  learned  to  recognize  him. 

The  foundation  of  all  religious  instruc- 
tion, according  to  the  Saviour,  and  a  foun- 
dation which  suffices  of  itself  alone  is  this  : 
'^They  have  Moses  and  the  prophets:  let 
them  hear  them,"  Luke  16 :  29.  It  is 
Abraham  who  replies  in  these  words  to  the 
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rich  man  in  torment.  The  rich  man  pro- 
poses a  new  means  of  warning  his  brethren, 
by  a  mission  sent  from  the  dead.  It  is 
useless,  rephes  Abraham  ;  ^'They  have  Mo- 
ses and  the  prophets  ;  let  them  hear  them. 
If  they  hear  not  Moses  and  the  prophets, 
neither  will  they  be  persuaded  though  one 
rose  from  the  dead." 

And  whence  came  the  errors  of  the  Sad- 
ducees?  ^'Ye  do  err,"  said  our  Lord,  '^not 
knowing  the  Scriptures,  nor  the  power  of 
God."  Math.  22  :  29.  Thus  if  the  indis- 
criminate reading  of  the  Scriptures  engen- 
ders heresies,  according  to  the  Papists,  it  is, 
on  the  contrary,  from  not  knowing  them, 
that  we  fall  into  error,  according  to  Ctirist. 
Let  us  proceed  to  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles, 
and  to  their  Epistles. 

The  superscription  of  the  Epistles  says 
every  thing  by  itself  alone.  The  first  is 
addressed  ''To  all  that  be  in  Rome,  beloved 
of  God ;  "  the  second,  ''  Unto  the  Church  of 
God,  which  is  at  Corinth;"  another,  ''To 
all  the  Saints  which  are  at  Philippi,  with 
the  bishops  and  deacons."     Assuredly  the 
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Epistles  must  have  been  read  to  all  those 
to  whom  they  were  written ;  and  that  was, 
as  we  see,  to  the  entire  churches^  to  all  the 
Saints ;  that  is,  to  all  the  church-members, 
and  not  to  the  pastors  only.  But  this  does 
not  suiSce  the  apostles ;  they  insist  again, 
at  the  conclusion  of  some  of  their  letters, 
that  they  should  be  read  to  all:  '^And 
when  this  epistle  is  read  among  you,  cause 
that  it  be  read  also  in  the  church  of  the 
Laodiceans ;  and  that  ye  likewise  read  the 
epistles  from  Laodicea." — Col.  4:  16.  ^^I 
charge  you  by  the  Lord  that  this  epistle  be 
read  unto  all  the  holy  brethren." — 1  Thess. 
5:  27. 

In  the  seventeenth  chapter  of  the  Acts, 
we  find  a  passage  to  which  Ave  cannot  con- 
ceive what  a  Papist  would  urge  in  reply. 
Paul  preaches  at  Berea.  The  Bereans  are 
desirous  to  know  whether  the  doctrine 
which  he  announces  is  true.  What  did 
they  do?  They  ^^ searched  the  Scriptures 
daily,  whether  these  things  were  so."  Was 
it  only  the  teachers  who  did  this  ?  By  no 
means :  it  was  the  whole  Jewish  popula- 
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tion  of  Berea,  and  many  women  among  the 
number,  (verse  12.)  Does  the  Holy  Spirit 
blame  them  for  this  ?  No,  the  Holy  Spirit 
commends  them  for  it,  and  calls  them 
''more  noble  than  those  of  Thessalonica.'' 
Was  their  faith  in  jeopardy  ?  Again,  no. 
''Many  of  them  believed;"  and  "they 
received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of 
mind."  Now  did  the  Jews  of  Berea  do 
well  to  search  the  Scriptures,  to  know 
whether  they  confirmed  the  doctrine  of 
Paul ;  and  ought  not  we  to  examine  them, 
to  know  whether  they  say,  in  effect,  what 
our  teachers  make  them  say  ? 

But  what  do  I  say — our  teachers'? 
Should  we  have  an  apostle,  or  an  angel 
from  Heaven,  to  guide  us,  we  should  still 
be  bound  to  ascertain  for  ourselves  whether 
he  taught  but  what  was  written.  "  Though 
we,  or  an  angel  from  Heaven,  preach  any 
other  gospel  unto  you  than  that  which  we 
have  preached  unto  you,  let  him  be  ac- 
cursed. As  we  said  before,  so  say  I  now 
again,  if  any  man  preach  any  other  gospel 
unto  you  than  that  ye  have  received,  let 
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him  be  accursed." — Gal.  1 :  8,  9.  Yes,  if 
not  only  a  successor  of  the  apostles,  but 
Paul  himself  rose  from  the  dead,  and 
preached  to  us,  we  ought  not  to  say,  '^  He  is 
one  of  Christ's  apostles,  he  cannot  mislead 
us  ; ''  and  if  an  angel  descended  to  earth  to 
instruct  us,  we  ought  not  to  say,  -^This  is  an 
angel  from  Heaven,  he  cannot  lead  me  as- 
tray.'" No;  for  Satan  himself,  may  be  '^trans- 
formed into  an  angel  of  light; ''  and  ''his 
ministers  as  the  ministers  of  righteousness," 
saith  the  Holy  Spirit,  2  Cor.  11 :  14, 15.  But 
we  ought  to  examine  whether  the  things 
which  this  apostle,  this  angel,  might  tell  us, 
were  conformable  with  the  gospel  which 
we  have  received.  And  how  can  we  judge, 
if  we  have  not  dihgently  read  this  gospel? 
Thus,  so  far  from  obliging  us  to  seek  in  a 
human  tribunal  an  infallible  light  to  fix  the 
meaning  of  his  word,  God  wills,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  we  should  seek  in  this  word  an 
infallible  light,  by  which  to  judge  of  the 
teaching  of  an  apostle,  of  an  angel,  how 
much  more  that  of  a  priest,  of  a  bishop,  of 
a  pope,  of  a  council ! 
6 
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The  same  doctrine  is  expressed,  in  other 
termSj  in  the  first  epistle  of  John  :  ^' Be- 
loved, believe  not  every  spirit,  but  try  the 
spirits  whether  they  are  of  God,  because 
many  false  prophets  are  gone  out  into  the 
world.  Hereby  know  ye  the  Spirit  of  God: 
every  spirit  that  confesses  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  come  in  the  flesh,  is  of  God." — 1  John, 
4 :  1,2.  We  must  all  try  the  spirits  of  the 
teachers  before  we  believe  them;  and  we 
must  try  them  by  their  doctrine.  But  how 
can  we  do  so,  otherwise  than  by  compar- 
ing it  with  the  word  of  God,  for  ourselves? 
If  we  lay  the  duty  of  making  this  exami- 
nation on  others,  we  again  fall  into  the 
danger  from  which  it  is  designed  to  save 
us.  Those  whom  we  consult  may  deceive 
us,  as  well  as  those  on  whose  account  we 
consult  them.  There  is  danger  in  unre- 
servedly trusting  any  man  in  this  matter. 
When  we  shall  have  employed  one  man  to 
try  all  the  rest,  he  himself  must  be  tried  ; 
and  this  cannot  be  done,  but  by  the  word 
of  God. 

Will  it  then  be  said,  that  we  are  reduced, 
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as  a  last  resourcGj  to  our  own  private  opin- 
ion? This  would  be  pure  sophistry.  We 
do  not  consult  our  own  spirit,  like  the  Ra- 
tionalists, as  a  flambeau  which  will  en- 
lighten us ;  but  we  consult  the  word  of  God 
with  our  spirit,  as  with  an  eye,  without 
which  we  can  see  nothing.  We  must  al- 
ways come  to  this :  and  the  papist,  who 
would  have  us  consult  the  church,  proba- 
bly wishes  us  to  consult  it  with  our  mind. 
All  that  we  can  do  is,  to  pray  God  to  pre- 
serve us  from  error;  and  if  we  ask  with 
sincerity,  he  has  promised  to  hear  us.  Ps. 
25  :  8 ;  32  :  8,  &c. 

After  evidence  so  clear,  it  would  be  su- 
perfluous to  multiply  quotations.  We  shall 
content  ourselves  with  pointing  out  a  few 
more  passages,  without  enlarging  upon 
them:  ''Whatsoever  things  were  written 
aforetime,  were  written  for  our  learning, 
that  we  through  patience  and  comfort  of 
the  Scriptures  might  have  hope." — Rom. 
15  :  4.  ''  We  have  also  a  more  sure  word 
of  prophecy;  whereunto  ye  do  well  that 
ye  take  heed,  as  unto  a  light  that  shineth 
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in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and 
the  day-star  arise  in  your  hearts.'' — 2  Pet. 
1  :  19.  In  the  beginning  of  his  Revela- 
tion, John  declares,  that  he  who  readeth 
is  blessed.  ''Blessed  is  he  that  readeth, 
and  they  that  hear  the  words  of  this  pro- 
phecy, and  keep  those  things  which  are 
written  therein  :  for  the  time  is  at  hand." 
— Rev.  1 :  3.  Every  one  will  confess  that 
this  book  is  the  most  difficult  in  the  whole 
Bible,  and  yet  the  spirit  of  God  says, 
^'  Blessed  is  he  that  readeth  it !  "  We  add 
a  passage  from  the  second  Epistle  to  Tim- 
othy, which  explains  the  reason  why  he 
who  readeth  is  blessed.  ''  But  continue 
thou  in  the  things  which  thou  hast  learned 
and  hast  been  assured  of,  knowing  of  whom 
thou  hast  learned  them ;  and  that  from  a 
child  thou  hast  known  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
which  are  able  to  make  thee  wise  unto  sal- 
vation through  faith  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus.  All  Scripture  is  given  by  inspira- 
tion of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness :  that  the  man  of  God  may 
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be  perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works."— 2  Tim.  3:  14—17.  These 
words  need  no  commentary;  let  them  fix 
our  determination.  Is  it  not  our  desire  to 
be  ^'perfect,  thoroughly  furnished  unto  all 
good  works?"  Well,  the  Holy  Spirit 
points  out  the  way,  for  us,  and  for  our 
children  ;  it  is  the  ^^  knowledge  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  which  are  able  to  make  us 
wise  unto  salvation,  through  faith  which 
is  in  Christ  Jesus."  Take  them  therefore, 
and  read. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

THE    BIBLE   INTERPRETED    BY    THE    HOLY    SPIRIT. 

We  are  told,  that  if  we  read  the  Bible 
for  ourselves,  there  is  danger  of  our  not  un- 
derstanding it.  A  book,  obscure  from  its 
antiquity  ;  obscure  from  the  depths  of  the 
subjects  on  which  it  treats ;  obscure  from 
the  fact  alone,  that  it  comes  from  God. 

But  we  may  make  ourselves  quite  easy 
upon  that  point ;  God  who  commands  us  to 
read  his  word,  will  take  care  that  we  lose 
nothing  by  obeying  him.  That  we  require 
a  guide  in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  we 
readily  admit ;  but  what  is  the  guide  that 
we  need  ?  In  order  to  know  this,  it  is  im- 
portant that  we  should  know  what  is 
meant  by  the  obscurity  of  the  Bible. 

Is  the  style  in  which  it  is  written  ob- 
scure, as  many  pretend?  No,  quite  the 
contrary.  Notwithstanding  the  depth  of 
the  subjects  on  which  it  treats,  the  style  in 
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which  it  is  written  is  exceedingly  clear ;  it 
is  the  most  popular  of  books.     It  has  evi- 
dently been  composed  with  reference  to  the 
simple  and  lowly,  and  whoever  wishes  to 
learn  how  to  speak  of  the  things  of  God  in 
language  intelligible  to  all  classes,  cannot 
find  a  better  model.     Not  that  it  does  not 
contain  passages  difficult  to  be  understood 
even   after   all    the    learned    explanations 
which  have  been  given  of  them  ;   but  all 
that    is   necessary    for   salvation   is  most 
clearly  made   known.     The  fathers,  who 
are   so   often  referred  to   by   the   papists, 
have  expressly  acknowledged  this  charac- 
teristic of  the  Bible  ;^  but  what  is  still  more 
decisive  is,  that  it  lays  claim  to  it  itself. 
According  to  its  own  account,  it  is  a  lamp 
unto  our  feet,  and  a  light  unto  our  path ;  it 
giveth  wisdom  to  the  simple ;   it  enlightens 
the  eyes  ;  and  if  ^'  secret  things  belong  unto 
the  Lord  our  God,  those  things  which  are 
revealed  belong  unto  us  and  to  our  chil- 
dren."   ^^If  the  Gospel  light  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
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to  them  that  are  lost,  in  whom  the  God  of 
this  world  hath  blinded  their  minds."  Ps. 
119:  105;  19:7,8;  Deut.  29  :  29  ;  2  Cor. 
4:  3,  4. 

Whence,  then,  arises  the  obscurity  which 
is  found  in  the  Bible,  if  it  is  so  clear  in  it- 
self? The  last  passage  that  we  have  quo- 
ted explains  it  to  us.  This  obscurity  comes 
from  the  darkness  which  sin  has  produced 
in  our  understandings.  Man,  before  the 
Bible,  is  like  a  blind  man  before  the  sun. 
The  sun  is  light  itself;  nevertheless  the 
blind  man  cannot  see  it.  The  Bible  also  is 
full  of  clearness ;  ^'  but  the  natural  man  re- 
ceiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God, 
neither  can  he  know  them,  because  they 
are  spiritually  discerned."  1  Cor.  2  :  14. 
He  may,  indeed,  have  a  historical  knowl- 
edge of  them  ;  but  of  that  spiritual  and  sal- 
utary intelligence  which  giveth  life  to  the 
soul,  he  is  utterly  destitute. 

And  how  shall  he  obtain  it?  In  order 
that  the  blind  man  may  see,  it  will  be  of 
no  avail  to  alter  the  sun ;  the  closed  eyes 
niust  be  opened.     The  eyes  of  our  mind 
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must  also  be  opened,  in  order  that  the 
Bible,  which  we  find  obscure,  may  become 
clear  to  us.  It  is  from  our  hearts,  and  not 
from  the  Bible,  that  the  veil  must  be  re- 
moved. Thus  the  apostle  Paul  teaches, 
when  speaking  of  the  Jews,  he  says,  ^'  Even 
unto  this  day,  when  Moses  is  read,  the  veil 
is  upon  their  heart.  Nevertheless,  when  it 
shall  turn  to  the  Lord,  the  veil  shall  be 
taken  away." — 2  Cor.  3 :  15,  16.  It  was 
not  sufficient  for  Christ's  disciples,  that 
their  master  should  explain  to  them  the 
Scriptures ;  it  was  also  necessary  that  he 
should  ^'open  their  understandings  that 
they  might  understand  them,"  Luke  24 : 
45.  Neither  was  it  sufficient  for  Lydia  to 
hear  the  preaching  of  Paul ;  it  was  neces- 
sary that  her  heart  should  be  opened  to 
attend  unto  the  things  that  he  spoke.  Acts 
16:  14.  Here  then  is  the  difficulty ;  and 
the  guide  that  we  need  in  reading  the 
Scriptures,  is  one  who  can  not  only  explain 
them  to  us,  but  who,  above  all,  can  open 
our  hearts  to  receive  them. 

Where  shall  we  find  this  guide  ?  In  the 
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visible  tribunal  to  which  the  papists  would 
fain  subject  us  ?  Admitting  that  this  tribu- 
nal is  all  that  it  is  claimed  to  be ;  and  that 
it  can  explain  the  Scriptures  without  dan- 
ger of  error  ;  it  would  be  a  valuable  help, 
certainly ;  yet  it  is  not  that  of  which  we 
have  the  most  urgent  need.  It  could  only 
remove  the  least  of  our  difficulties;  the 
chief  obstacle  would  still  exist  in  all  its 
force.  It  is  as  though  a  surgeon,  called  to 
undertake  the  cure  of  a  blind  man,  were  to 
fix  all  his  attention  on  some  apparatus  for 
increasing  the  intensity  of  the  sun's  rays; 
and  were  to  do  nothing  for  the  restoration 
of  his  sight.  In  vain  the  Bible  is  explained, 
commented  upon,  interpreted ;  so  long  as 
the  heart  remains  closed,  the  Bible  will  re- 
main so  too.  Now,  does  the  visible  tribu- 
nal engage  to  open  our  hearts  7  The  bishop 
of  Rome,  the  successors  of  the  Apostles, 
and  council, — what  do  I  say?  even  the 
angels  of  heaven, — do  they  engage  to  give, 
or  take  from  us,  a  single  thought,  a  single 
feeling?  No,  and  we  might  perish  for  lack 
of  knowledge  at  the  feet  of  an  infallible 


OF    THE    BIBLE.  71 

tribunal,  which,  all  infallible  as  it  is,  is  not 
the  master  of  our  hearts. 

But  there  is  another  guide,  who  offers  to 
lead  us  :  it  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  he 
who,  after  having  acted  upon  the  spirits  of 
the  prophets  and  apostles,  to  the  end  that 
they  might  write  the  Holy  Scriptures,  is 
ready  to  act  upon  our  spirits  also,  that  we 
may  truly  receive  them. 

Let  us  hasten  to  correct  a  mistake  which 
is  too  prevalent.  By  the  Holy  Spirit, 
promised  to  every  christian,  we  do  not 
mean  inspiration.  Inspiration  is  one  thing, 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  another.  In- 
spiration, the  design  of  which  is  to  make 
man  the  infallible  depository  of  Divine 
revelation,  and  which  is  generally  attested 
by  miraculous  powers,  has  been  the  portion 
of  a  very  limited  number  of  individuals, 
whom  God  has  chosen  to  proclaim  his 
word,  and  especially  to  write  it ;  and  we 
have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was 
discontinued  about  the  time  that  the  canon 
of  the  New  Testament  was  completed.  It 
is  not,  therefore,   of  inspiration  that   we 
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speak.  We  beg  the  reader  to  bear  this  in 
mind,  because  those  who  apply  to  them- 
selves the  promise  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are 
generally  accused  of  pretending  to  revela- 
tion. We  hold  the  prophets  and  apostles 
alone  to  have  been  inspired ;  but  the  gift 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  which  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  a  reception  of  the  inspired  Scrip- 
tures to  salvation,  is  promised  to  us  as  to 
those  men  of  God  ;  and  it  was  as  necessary 
to  them  as  it  is  to  us,  inspired  as  they 
were.  Christ  even  taught  them  to  estimate 
this  general  gift  more  highly  than  the 
special  privilege ;  hence  this  beautiful  pas- 
sage :  ^^  In  this  rejoice  not,  that  the  spirits 
are  subject  unto  you;  but  rather  rejoice,  be- 
cause your  names  are  written  in  heaven." 
Luke  10 :  20.  Such  is  the  goodness  of 
God.  In  grace,  as  in  nature,  his  most 
precious  gifts  are  the  most  common. 

But  this  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  how 
shall  we  describe  it  7  The  Holy  Spirit  is 
the  spirit  of  God,  descending  into  the  heart 
of  man.  It  is  the  crowning  of  the  work  of 
salvation ;  and  beyond  this  nothing  can  be 
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conceived.  An  eminent  divine  has  remark- 
ed, ^'The  Old  Testament  already  shows 
us  God  the  Father,  or  God  for  us."  The 
Gospel  goes  still  farther,  and  shows  us  God 
the  Son,  or  God  with  us.  The  Acts  and 
the  Epistles  complete  the  plan,  and  show 
us  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  or  God  in  us. 

This  is  the  grand  promise,  the  distinc- 
tive privilege  of  the  New  Testament,  Gal. 
3  :  14.  Some  believers  under  the  Old  Tes- 
tament dispensation,  were  allowed  to  con- 
template the  Son  of  God,  on  those  solemn 
occasions  when  he  appeared  to  them  under 
a  visible  form.  ^'  Abraham  rejoiced  to  see 
my  day;  and  he  saw  it,  and  was  glad." 
John  8  :  56.  But  the  full  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  was  reserved  for  the  '^  latter  times ;" 
even  when  the  Son  of  God  was  '^  manifest 
in  the  flesh."  The  Holy  Spirit,  as  he  has 
since  been  vouchsafed  to  the  Christian 
church,  was  not  yet  come.  This  is  con- 
firmed by  the  following  admirable  passage 
in  the  Gospel  of  John:  ^'In  the  last  day 
that  great  day  of  the  feast,  Jesus  stood  and 
cried,  sa^nng,   If  any  man  thirst,  let  him 
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come  unto  me,  and  drink.  He  that  believ- 
eth  on  me,  as  the  Scripture  hath  said,  out 
of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of  living 
water.  (But  this  spake  he  of  the  Spirit, 
which  they  that  believe  on  him  should  re- 
ceive :  for  the  Holy  Ghost  was  not  yet 
given  ;  because  that  Jesus  was  not  yet  glo- 
rified.^')   John  7:  37—39. 

At  length  the  day  of  Pentecost  arrived, 
and  the  kingdom  of  heaven  was  founded 
upon  earth.  The  day  of  Pentecost  is  the 
great  day  of  the  new  covenant,  and  the 
point  of  demarcation  between  the  Old  and 
the  New  Testaments.  There  begins  the 
full  light  of  faith ;  there,  the  free  preaching 
of  the  Gospel ;  there,  newness  of  life  ;  there, 
the  church  of  Christ.  From  this  day,  ^^  the 
least  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  is  greater 
than  John  the  Baptist,"  who  was,  never- 
theless, the  greatest  among  the  prophets, 
Math.  11 :  11.  For  the  Spirit,  which  was 
given  on  that  day,  fulfills  all  in  all ;  as  it  is 
He  who  inspired  the  apostles,  and  enabled 
them  to  speak  many  languages  which  they 
had  never  learned;   it  is  He  who  causes 
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their  doctrine  to  penetrate  into  the  hearts 
of  those  that  hear ;  He  who  enhghtens  the 
faithful  soul,  who  consoles  the  sorrowful, 
who  teaches  the  Christian,  how  to  pray, 
who  produces  every  good  disposition;  in 
short,  who  prepares  the  soul  to  understand 
and  receive  the  things  of  the  Bible. 

^^  What  man  knoweth  the  things  of  a 
man,  save  the  spirit  of  man  which  is  in 
him  ?  even  so  the  things  of  God  knoweth 
no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God.  Now  we 
have  received  not  the  spirit  of  the  world, 
but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God ;  that  we 
might  know  the  things  that  are  freely 
given  to  us  of  God.'*  1  Cor.  2:  11,  12. 
Does  not  the  reader  perceive  the  force  of 
this  argument  at  once  so  simple,  and  so 
profound?  As  the  spirit  of  a  man  alone 
knoweth  what  is  in  that  man  ;  so  the  Spirit 
of  God  alone  knoweth  what  is  in  God.  If 
a  person  should  find  any  obscurity  in  this 
book,  to  whom  could  he  more  fitly  apply 
for  explanation  than  to  him,  by  whom  it  is 
written  ?  If  one  finds  any  obscurity  in  the 
Bible,  he  must  by  parity  of  reason,  address 
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himself  to  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  whom  it 
was  dictated.  He  being  the  author  of  this 
Book,  is  also  its  most  sure  interpreter. 

Whoever  has  this  Spirit,  is  taught  of 
God  himself,  according  to  the  prophecy  of 
Isaiah:  '^  All  thy  children  shall  be  taught 
of  God,"  Isa.  54  :  13 ;  and  according  to  the 
testimony  which  the  apostle  John  bears  to 
every  true  believer  :  '•  The  anointing  which 
ye  have  received  of  him  abideth  in  you, 
and  ye  need  not  that  any  man  teach  you/' 
1  John  2 :  27.  Whoever  has  this  Spirit  is 
as  highly  favored  as  if  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  were  near  him,  under  a  visible  form, 
and  he  could  interrogate  and  hear  him,  as 
men  could  in  Judea  eighteen  centuries  ago. 
What  do  we  say?  He  is  more  highly  fa- 
vored still.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm  this; 
for  the  Lord  himself  has  declared  it.  Jesus 
had  announced  to  his  disciples  that  he  was 
about  to  leave  them ;  then,  seeing  their  sor- 
row he  added  these  wonderful  words; 
'^Because  I  have  said  these  things  unto 
you,  sorrow  hath  filled  your  heart.  Nev- 
ertheless, I  tell  you  the  truth  :  It  is  expedi- 
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ent  for  you  that  I  go  away," — And  why  ? 
Because  the  bishop  of  Rome  will  supply  his 
place  ?  Is  it  he — is  it  the  councils — is  it 
the  visible  tribunal;  whose  presence  is  bet- 
ter for  man,  than  that  of  Christ  T-  Finish 
the  passage  :  ^^It  is  expedient  for  you  that 
I  go  away ;  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  Com- 
forter will  not  come  unto  you ;  but  if  I  de- 
part, I  will  send  him  unto  you,"  John  16 : 
6,  7.    14  :  26. 

This  guide,  whose  presence  would  be 
more  precious  to  us  than  even  intercoures 
with  the  Saviour  himself ;  this  Spirit  of 
God,  may  it  indeed  be  ours?  This  is 
the  great  question.  For  if  we  have  it 
not,  nothing  in  the  world  can  supply  its 
place.  In  vain  they  tell  us  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  instructs  others  for  us.  Should  an- 
other be  instructed  for  us,  infallibly  in- 
structed, he  might  set  the  truth  before  us, 
we  allow,  but  could  he  cause  it  to  penetrate 
into  our  hearts?  If  he  is  enlightened  for 
us,  will  he,  also,  be  convinced  for  us? 
touched  for  us  ?    consoled  for  us  ?  justified 

for  us?    saved  for  us  ?    Let  us  leave,  then, 

7:^ 
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these  blind  guides,  who  dare  to  place  them- 
selves between  our  souls  and  God,  and  take 
the  true  guide,  which  Christ  offers,  and 
which  God  promises  to  us.  Yes,  promised 
to  us,  for  he  is  promised  to  all  who  are 
willing  to  place  themselves  under  his  guid- 
ance :  and  this  grace,  so  glorious,  that  we 
hardly  dare  believe  it  possible  even  for 
the  greatest  saints,  is  assured  to  the  least 
disciple  of  Christ. 

Open  the  New  Testament  at  the  second 
chapter  of  the  Acts,  at  the  history  of  the 
day  of  Pentecost.  The  Holy  Spirit  has 
just  descended  upon  the  apostles ;  the  as- 
tonished multitude  have  seen  its  wonderful 
signs ;  and  the  believers  inquire  whether 
every  disciple  of  Christ  may  pretend  to 
any  part  in  a  grace  so  new,  and  so  prodig- 
ious. What  must  they  have  felt  when  they 
heard  the  following  words  uttered  by  the 
apostle:  ^^  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every 
one  of  you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ, 
for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall 
receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  For 
the  promise  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  chil- 


OF    THE    BIBLE.  79 

dreiij  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even  as 
many  as  the  Lord  our  God  shall  call," 
Acts,  2:  38,  39.  Is  not  this  an  express 
declaration  that  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
was  not  for  the  apostles  only,  but  for  every 
believer?  for  each  of  us,  for  our  children, 
for  all  that  are  afar  off,  for  as  many  as  the 
Lord  our  God  shall  call?  Can  anything 
be  more  comprehensive?  Are  further 
proofs  required  ?  We  find  them  every 
where.  It  was  to  all  the  believers  in  Corinth 
that  Paul  wrote,  ^^Know  ye  not  that  ye 
are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwelleth  in  you?  1  Cor.  3  :  16. 
It  Avas  to  all  the  christians  at  Ephesus  that 
he  elsewhere  writes,  ^' After  that  ye  be- 
lieved, ye  were  sealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit 
of  promise/'  Eph.  1 :  13;  and  again,  ''  Be 
filled  with  the  Spirit,"  Eph.  5  :  18.  '^f 
any  man  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ, 
he  is  none  of  his,"  Rom.  8:9.  ^'  No  man 
can  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by  the 
Holy  Ghost,"  1  Cor.  12:  3. 

What  a  glorious  promise  !     The  day  in 
which  a  man  receives  it  into  his  heart,  will 
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be  his  pentecost,  and  a  new  life  will  begin 
in  his  soul.  Then  faith  will  become  liv- 
ing, dead  as  it  was  before.  Then  the  eyes 
will  be  opened,  the  heart  enlarged,  the  soul 
''created  anew,  according  to  the  expression 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,"  Eph.  2 :  10.  Then, 
having  the  Holy  Spirit  for  his  Guide,  he 
will  have  God  for  his  Father,  and  Jesus 
Christ  for  his  brother ;  for  it  is  written,  ''  As 
many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they 
are  the  sons  of  God,"  Rom.  8:  14.  And 
what  must  be  done  to  obtain  this  Divine 
aid  ?  Only  to  ask.  ''  Ask,  and  it  shall  be 
given  you  ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find ;  knock, 
and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you.  For 
every  one  that  asketh  receiveth ;  and  he 
that  seeketh,  findeth;  and  to  him  that 
knocketh,  it  shall  be  opened.  If  a  son 
shall  ask  bread  of  any  of  you  that  is  a 
father,  will  he  give  him  a  stone  ?  and  if  he 
ask  a  fish,  will  he  for  a  fish  give  him 
a  serpent  ?  Or  if  he  shall  ask  an  egg,  will 
he  offer  him  a  scorpion?  If  ye  then,  being 
evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto 
your  children  ;  how  much  more  shall  your 
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heavenly  Father   give  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
them  that  ask  him?  "  Luke  11 :  9 — 13. 

Here,  then,  is  the  true  means  by  which 
God  has  provided  for  the  explanation  of  his 
word.  ''  Who  shall  instruct  me  in  the 
things  of  God,  but  God  himself?"  With 
the  Bible  in  our  hands,  and  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  our  hearts,  should  we  be  alone  in 
the  desert,  we  should  still  have  all  that  is 
necessary  for  the  knowledge  of  God,  and 
for  the  salvation  of  our  souls.  We  may  be 
told,  that  thus  to  confide  in  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  to  believe  ourselves  inspired.  No ;  it  is 
simply  to  believe  that  God  designs  to  en- 
lighten our  minds,  and  to  touch  our  hearts. 
We  may  be  told  that  it  is  to  pretend  to  in- 
fallibility. No ;  we  shall  not  be  saved  from 
every  error,  but  rely  upon  God  to  give  us 
the  degree  of  light  which  is  indispensable. 
We  may  be  told  that  it  is  presumptuous 
thus  to  confide  in  ourselves.  No  ;  unless  a 
child  who  will  listen  to  his  father  alone, 
may  be  accused  of  presumption,  because, 
in  order  to  hear  him,  he  uses  his  own  under- 
standing, and  his  own  ears.     We  may  be 
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told  it  is  to  despise  all  counsel.  No ;  we 
wil  hearken  to  counsel,  but  we  will  exam- 
ine it  by  the  word  of  God ;  and  we  will  not 
become  the  ^'servants  of  men.''  Let  men 
say  what  they  will,  let  us  give  glory  to 
God.  Let  us  rest  humbly  and  stedfastly  on 
his  promises ;  and  if  we  meet  with  any  one 
who  attempts  to  despoil  us  of  the  glorious 
privileges  of  the  children  of  God,  under  the 
pretext  that  he  is  Christ's  Vicar,  or  a  suc- 
cessor of  the  apostles,  reply  with  Tertullian, 
that  '^Christ  has  no  other  Vicar  than  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

Of  all  the  arguments  of  the  Papists,  and 
of  those  who  sympathize  in  their  views, 
the  most  specious  is  that  which  is  furnished 
by  the  Ethiopian,  who  says  to  Philip, 
^'How  can  I  understand,  except  some  man 
should  guide  me?"  They  make  a  clever 
use  of  this  reply ;  but  a  very  simple  reflec- 
tion overturns  all  their  reasoning :  it  is,  that 
the  man  whom  they  cite  is  no  authority. 
It  is  not  an  infallible  apostle  who  speaks 
here.  It  is  a  humble  and  pious  disciple, 
doubtless,  but  one  upon  whom  the  light  is 


OF    THE    BIBLE.  83 

only  beginning  to  dawn:  and  what  we 
ought  especially  to  observe  is,  that  as  yet 
he  knows  nothing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Be- 
cause he  is  humble,  he  feels  that  he  needs 
a  counsellor;  and  because  he  knows  not 
the  Holy  Spirit,  he  imagines,  perhaps,  that 
he  needs  a  man  to  guide  him.  But  follow 
him  when  the  Gospel  has  been  fully  ex- 
plained to  him,  and  after  he  has  been  bap- 
tized in  the  name  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  ''  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  caught  away  Philip"  whose  direc- 
tions were,  doubtless,  no  longer  necessary 
to  his  disciple.  What  then  does  this  new 
convert  ?  He  has  just  lost  the  guide  with- 
out whom  he  had  imagined  a  few  hours 
before  that  he  could  understand  nothing ; 
will  he  think  himself  utterly  abandoned, 
and  without  resource?  No ;  ^^  he  went  on 
his  way  rejoicing,"  Acts  8 :  30 — 39.  Be- 
cause the  same  Spirit  which  caught  away 
Philip,  but  which  had  not  caught  away 
his  Bible,  explained  to  him  instead  of 
Philip,  and  better  still  than  the  Evangelist 
could  have  done. 
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This  history  properly  understood,  is  cal- 
culated, on  the  contrary  to  encourage  us  to 
read  the  word  of  God.  ^'Here  is  a  man 
who  was  enlightened  while  reading  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  He  held  an  important 
office,  and  possessed  great  riches ;  and, 
nevertheless,  he  applied  himself  to  this 
study,  even  when  traveling ;  what,  then, 
would  he  not  do  when  at  rest  in  his  house? 
But  there  is  much  ground  for  admiration, 
in  the  means  which  God  employed  in  order 
to  his  conversion.  He  had  not  seen  Jesus; 
no  miracle  had  been  performed  in  his  pres- 
ence ;  how  then  was  this  sudden  change 
wrought  in  him  ?  and  whence  was  it  that 
he  was  so  disposed  to  receive  what  Philip 
said  ?  Because  his  soul  was  engrossed  by 
the  things  of  God ;  because  he  was  atten- 
tive to  the  Scriptures ;  and  was  employed 
in  reading  them.  So  advantageous  and 
useful  is  it  to  read  the  Bible."  These  are 
the  words  of  Chrysostom.  The  conclusion 
which  he  draws  from  this  recital  is,  in  our 
judgment,  of  as  much  weight  as  the  oppo- 
site conclusion,  which  is  drawn  from  it  by 
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the  Papists.  Let  every  one,  then,  be  per- 
suaded to  read  the  Bible.  Use  a  right 
which  God  has  given  you ;  obey  a  precept 
written  by  the  Divine  hand.  Then  your 
faith,  resting  ^^not  in  the  wisdom  of  men, 
but  in  the  power  of  God,"  will  be  firm  as 
the  rock  of  ages  on  which  it  is  founded. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

ANSWER  TO  OBJECTIONS  AGAINST  THE  PROTEST- 
ANT DOCTRINE  IN  RELATION  TO  THE  READING 
OF    THE  BIBLE. 

To  the  views  which  we  have  exhibited 
in  the  preceding  pages,  there  are  several 
objections  which  are  regarded  by  many  as 
so  important  and  decisive,  that  a  consider- 
ation of  them  here  becomes  necessary. 

That  there  are  difficulties  in  the  princi- 
ple we  have  maintained,  we  do  not  deny  ; 
but  we  say,  as  we  have  said  in  respect  to 
Inspiration,  '' Difficulty  is  not  Doubt;" 
and  even  an  insoluble  difficulty  could  not 
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shake  a  well  established  proposition.  Ap- 
ply this  sound  maxim  to  the  subject  under 
consideration,  and  we  shall  not  be  disturbed 
by  the  objections  which  are  urged  against 
the  universal  reading  of  the  Bible.  Admit- 
ting that  we  cannot  answer  all  the  hows 
which  can  be  suggested;  God  has  pre- 
scribed the  reading  of  the  Bible  to  all. 
This  is  enough  to  enable  every  one  to  do  it 
in  peace. 

We  think,  however,  that  we  can  dimin- 
ish the  doubts  which  may  have  been  raised 
in  any  mind,  by  the  difficulties  which  exist 
in  relation  to  this  subject.  They  will  only 
be  completely  dissipated  when  the  reader 
shall  have  received  the  light  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  about  to 
show  that  the  difficulties  of  which  he  com- 
plains, are  less  than  he  imagines.  We  shall 
not  enter  so  much  into  detail  as  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  work.  If  what  we  have 
already  said  upon  the  great  subject  is  solid 
— and  we  believe  it  to  be  so — a  few  words 
will  suffice  for  each  of  the  minor  points 
now  before  us. 


OF   THE    BIBLE.  87 

Let  the  reader  especially  remember  that 
his  salvation,  his  personal  salvation,  is  con- 
cerned in  this  matter.  ''  What  must  I  do 
to  be  saved  ? ''  was  the  question  of  the  Phil- 
ippian  Jailor,  Acts  16  :  30  ;  and  it  is  what 
all  should  propose.  This  question  is  sim- 
ple and  precise ;  let  us  not  confound  it  with 
that  of  the  church,  which  is  embarrassed 
and  complicated.  The  believer  exists  be- 
fore the  church,  as  the  trees  are  before  the 
forest ;  and  Adam,  for  instance,  if  he  be- 
lieved the  promise  of  grace,  was  saved  by 
faith  before  there  was  a  church  in  the 
world.  The  word  of  God  makes  believers ; 
and  believers  constitute  the  church.  Be- 
gin, then,  with  the  question  of  personal 
salvation  ;  that  of  the  church  will  follow. 

Moreover,  we  shall  do  well  to  bear  the 
following  reflection  continually  in  mind 
during  the  present  discussion.  They  tell 
us,  that  without  a  visible,  infallible  tribu- 
nal for  the  interpretation  of  the  Scriptures, 
we  shall  meet  with  certain  difficulties. 
This  is  all  very  well ;  but  have  they  them- 
selves  this   infallible   tribunal?     The  im- 
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portant  point,  evidently,  is  not  to  have  a 
tribunal  reputed  infallible;  it  is  to  have 
one  which  is  such  in  reality ;  for  what  we 
require,  is  not  to  believe  ourselves  saved, 
but  to  be  saved  in  reality.  A  tribunal  re- 
puted infallible,  and  which  is  not  such, 
might  be  very  convenient  for  the  souls 
which  blindly  trust  in  it ;  but  it  would  be 
very  dangerous.  It  might  give  them  a 
feeling  of  security,  but  it  would  not  place 
them  in  safety ;  and  such  security  is  only 
the  bliss  of  sleeping  on  the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice. The  authority  which  would  be  con- 
ceded to  such  a  tribunal,  might  be  exer- 
cised in  favor  of  heresy ;  the  assurance  it 
would  give  to  the  faithful  might  be  illusive; 
the  unity  which  it  would  produce  in  the 
church,  might  be  that  of  error;  and  the 
pastoral  ministry  that  it  would  sanction, 
might  be  a  ministry  of  ignorance  or  of 
seduction.  This  observation  is  so  simple, 
that  it  may  appear  superfluous ;  neverthe- 
less it  is  not  so.  The  minds  of  men  are 
easily  mistaken  in  cases  of  this  kind;  and 
they  often  reason  as  if  the  Papist's  visible 
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tribunal  did  indeed  possess  the  infallibility 
to  which  it  lays  claim.  If  we  believed  that 
it  did,  we  would  immediately  submit  to  it ; 
but  we  have  shown  that  it  does  not.  Let 
us  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
difficulties  referred  to. 

SECTION   I. 

WANT    OF    A    JUDGE    IN    CASES    OF    CONTROVERSY. 

It  is  asked,  in  the  first  place,  how,  with- 
out a  visible  tribunal,  we  can  have  an 
authority  which  judges  without  appeal  in 
cases  of  controversy  I  It  cannot  be  denied, 
that  the  churches  which  do  not  believe  in  a 
visible  tribunal  still  have  all  the  authority 
requisite  for  the  government  of  their  affairs, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  their  internal 
order.  Thus,  not  to  mention  the  churches 
of  England,  of  Scotland,  of  Germany,  the 
Reformed  churches  generally  virtually  pos- 
sess, and  in  more  happy  times  really  pos- 
sessed, a  government  which  maintained 
one  common  confession,  and  one  common 
discipline,  to  whose  decisions  all  were 
8=^ 
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obliged  to  submit,  under  pain  of  expulsion 
from  the  church.  But  this  government 
would  not  satisfy  those  with  whom  we  are 
now  arguing;  for,  however  respectable  it 
might  be,  it  is  not  absolutely  sheltered  from 
error.  They  wish  for  an  authority  which 
puts  all  controversies  at  rest  by  sovereign 
and  infallible  decisions.  For  want  of  this, 
say  they,  we  can  never  demonstrate  that 
the  truth  is  with  us.  Had  we  really  the 
Holy  Spirit,  this  spirit  could  not  serve  us 
as  a  proof  in  the  eyes  of  others. 

We  grant  this,  although  with  certain 
restrictions.  We  are  not  mystics.  The 
things  which  the  Holy  Spirit  teaches  us, 
are  not  altogether  of  an  invisible  nature. 
With  the  Bible  in  our  hands,  we  can  justify 
our  belief  by  clear  and  positive  testimony ; 
and  we  think  we  can  convince  of  its  truth 
all  who,  like  us,  receive  the  Bible  as  the 
word  of  God.  But  we  grant,  that  if  any 
one  contradicts  it,  we  cannot  close  his 
mouth  by  calling  forth  the  decision  of  a 
sovereign  and  infallible  authority. 

But  this  is  not  indispensable.     For,  ob- 


OF    THE     BIBLE.  91 

serve,  what  we  want  is,  to  have  the  truth, 
not  to  prove  that  we  have  it.  If  we  have 
it,  God  will  assuredly  know.  ^*  The  Lord 
knoweth  them  that  are  his,''  2  Tim.  2  :  19. 
This  is  the  all-important  point,  since  it  is 
God  who  will  judge  us,  not  man.  ''With 
me,"  said  Paul,  in  his  first  epistle  to  the 
Corinthians,  ''it  is  a  very  small  thing  that 
I  should  be  judged  of  you,  or  of  any  man's 
judgment :  yea,  I  judge  not  mine  own  self. 
He  that  judgeth  me  is  the  Lord.  Therefore 
judge  nothing  before  the  time,  until  the 
Lord  come,  who  both  will  bring  to  light 
the  hidden  things  of  darkness,  and  will 
make  manifest  the  counsels  of  the  hearts  : 
and  then  shall  every  man  have  praise  of 
God." — 1  Cor.  4:  3 — 5.  Let  men  believe 
us  damned,  what  do  we  lose  by  their  opin- 
ion, if  we  are  saved?  Let  men  canonize 
us,  what  do  we  gain,  if  we  are  consigned 
to  hell  ] 

This  objection  arises  from  a  general  and 
capital  error.  Man,  inclined  to  walk  by 
sight,  and  impatient  in  his  judgments, 
would    anticipate    the    sentence   of    God. 


92  THE     READING 

Hence  he  transfers  to  earth  and  to  time  a 
judgment  which  is  reserved  for  Heaven 
and  Eternity  ;  he  takes  it  from  the  Creator, 
to  give  it  to  the  creature.  Always  bear  in 
mind,  that  the  salvation  of  the  soul  must 
be  settled  between  God  and  us,  not  between 
God  and  our  fellow  men.  John  Huss,  burn- 
ed by  the  council  of  Constance,  may  be  calm 
in  spite  of  the  anathemas  of  a  whole  as- 
sembly, if  he  possesses  an  inward  and  well- 
grounded  assurance  that  he  belongs  to 
Christ.  And  we,  provided  we  are  in  the 
truth,  and  can  ''  assure  our  hearts  be- 
fore God,''  1  John  3 :  19,  have  no  need  of 
any  human  authority  to  furnish  us  with 
the  means  of  proving  it  to  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

SECTION  II. 

UNCERTAINTY    IN   RELATION    TO    PARDON  AND  ACCEPTANCE 
WITH    GOD. 

But,  at  least,  says  the  objector,  if  you 
have  no  absolute  need  of  proving  to  others 
that  you  have   the  truth,  you  require  to 
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know  it  with  certainty  yourself;  and  you 
cannot  do  this  without  an  infallible  tribu- 
nal. 

And  why  not,  we  ask  ?  Cannot  the  Spirit 
of  God  give  me  an  inward  assurance 
"  that  this  is  the  true  grace  of  God  wherein 
we  stand  ?"—l  Pet.  5  :  12.  The  best  proof 
that  he  can^  is  that  he  does  ;  he  affirms  this 
himself  in  many  parts  of  the  Scriptures. 
^'Hereby  we  know  that  he  abideth  in  us, 
by  the  Spirit  which  he  hath  given  us." — 1 
John  3  :  24.  Again,  ^'Hereby  know  we 
that  we  dwell  in  him,  and  he  in  us,  because 
he  hath  given  us  of  his  Spirit." — 1  John  4: 
13.  ''  Ye  have  not  received  the  Spirit  of 
bondage  again  to  fear ;  but  ye  have  received 
the  spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry, 
Abba,  Father.  The  Spirit  itself  beareth 
witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God."— Rom.  8  :  15, 16.  When 
God  himself  deigns  to  assure  our  hearts 
that  we  belong  to  him,  what  need  have  we 
that  his  testimony  should  be  guaranteed  to 
us  by  that  of  man  ?  Surely,  when  the  poor 
sinful  woman  heard  the  Saviour  say,   ''Go 
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in  peace;  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee,"  she 
required  nothing  more ;  and  if  the  whole 
Sanhedrim  had  met  her  on  that  occasion, 
they  would  have  taken  nothing  from  her 
by  denying  her  forgiveness,  nor  added  any 
thing  by  confirming  it.  With  the  Holy 
Spirit,  we  have  as  much,  we  have  more 
than  this  poor  woman  had.  We  have  al- 
ready pointed  out  this  wonderful  passage ; 
but  we  delight  in  repeating  it:  ^'  It  is  ex- 
pedient for  you  that  I  go  away  :  for  if  I  go 
not  away,  the  Comforter  will  not  come 
unto  you ;  but  if  I  depart,  I  will  send  him 
unto  you." — John  16  :  7. 

And  where  have  men  learned  that  we 
can  have  no  peace  of  mind  until  the  sen- 
tence of  grace  has  been  sounded  in  our  out- 
ward ears  1  The  Lord,  in  order  to  speak 
to  our  hearts,  has  a  voice  which  may  be 
heard  without  the  help  of  organs,  and 
which  silently  penetrates  to  the  inmost 
recesses  of  the  souL  Behold  a  man 
who  has  been  a  prey  to  the  deepest  an- 
guish, and  who  has  cried  at  the  sight  of  his 
sins,    '^How   shall   I   appear    before  my 
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Judge?  "  Behold  him  when  he  has  found 
the  peace  of  God,  and  when  he  joyfully 
repeats  this  blessed  testimony  of  one  of  the 
apostles,  '-I  know  in  whom  I  have  be- 
heved."  What  has  taken  place  in  this 
man  ?  You  have  seen  nothing,  you  have 
heard  nothing.  The  Holy  Ghost  has  spo- 
ken to  him ;  and  while  a  blind  priest  refu- 
ses to  believe  in  a  pardon  unheard  by  his 
outward  ears,  the  faithful  soul  secretly  ap- 
peals to  God  himself;  he  says,  ''My  wit- 
ness is  in  heaven;"  and  you  will  as  easily 
persuade  him  that  it  is  midnight  at  noon, 
as  you  will  lead  him  to  doubt  that  God  is 
his  Father,  Christ  is  his  Saviour,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  his  Guide.  This  is  the  as- 
surance ;  and  far  from  saying,  that  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  without  a  visible  tribunal, 
one  cannot  be  sure  of  being  received  in 
grace,  it  must,  on  the  contrary,  be  con- 
fessed that  the  Holy  Ghost  alone  can  give 
us  welt- grounded  peace. 

Observe,  that  the  assurance  of  which  we 
here  speak,  is  the  assurance  of  salvation, 
not  an  assurance  of  infallibility.     We  do 
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not  maintain  that  the  mind  of  the  beUever 
will  be  so  enlightened  on  every  point  of  doc- 
trine, that  he  cannot  fall  into  error  on  any 
question.  We  only  say,  that  it  will  be  so 
enlightened  on  the  fundamentals  of  the  faith, 
that  it  will  not  be  mistaken  therein.  For 
there  are  fundamental  points  which  are 
essential  to  salvation ;  and  there  are  other 
points  of  which,  though  important,  in  them- 
selves— for  nothing  is  indifferent  in  the  word 
of  God — we  may,  nevertheless,  remain  igno- 
rant without  causing  the  loss  of  the  soul. 
We  have  the  authority  of  Scripture  for  this 
assertion ;  and  we  have  only  to  study  the 
Bible  attentively  to  discover,  not  only  that 
there  are  fundamental  points,  but  also  to 
discern  what  they  are.  If  it  be  true  as  has 
been  stated,  that  Bossuet  asked  Claude 
whether  a  poor  old  woman  might  be  sure 
that  she  was  in  the  right  when  opposed  to 
a  whole  assembly  of  bishops,  and  that 
Claude  was  embarrassed  by  this  question, 
it  was  a  want  of  faith  on  his  part ;  he  should 
have  replied  boldly,  ''  yes."  For  it  may 
be  that  this  poor  old  woman  had  the  spirit 
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of  God,  and  that  this  assembly  of  bishops 
had  it  not.  Else  what  signifies  this  prayer 
of  our  Saviour,  ^'I  thank  thee,  O  Father, 
Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  because  thou 
hast  hid  these  things  from  the  wise  and 
prudent,  and  hast  revealed  them  unto  babes. 
Even  so.  Father,  for  so  it  seemed  good  in 
thy  sight."— Matt.  11 :  25,  26.  The  pious 
widow  of  Sarepta  was  in  the  right,  against 
all  the  priests,  and  almost  all  the  prophets, 
of  her  time,  1  Kings  17,  connected  with 
1  Kings  19.  Rahab  was  in  the  right  against 
all  the  people  of  Jericho,  its  king,  and  its 
priests.  Lydia  was  in  the  right  against  all 
the  magistrates  of  Philippi ;  and  the  thief 
who  was  crucified  by  the  side  of  our 
Saviour,  was  in  the  right  against  the  whole 
Sanhedrim,  the  council  of  the  Jewish 
church.  Yes,  and  this  poor  old  woman, 
despised  by  the  sage  Bossuet,  may  be  so 
strengthened  by  the  word  of  God,  that  she 
may  be  enabled  to  say  with  the  apostle, 
^' I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor 
life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  pow- 
ers, nor  things  present,  nor  things  to  come, 
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nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  crea- 
ture, shall  be  able  to  separate  us  from  the 
love  of  God  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord,"— Rom.  8  :  38,  39.  Reader  !  when 
will  this  language  be  yours  7 

SECTION    III. 

INDISCRIMINATE   READING   OF    THE    BIBLE    DESTRUCTIVE   TO 
THE   UNITY   OF   THE    CHURCH. 

This  objection  is  thought  by  some  to  be 
the  most  important  of  all ;  and  it  is  that 
upon  which  the  Papists  lay  the  greatest 
stress.  How  can  there  be  unity  in  the 
church  while  every  one  reads  the  Bible  for 
himself,  without  the  interpretation  of  a  vis- 
ible tribunal  7 

This  point,  however,  is  not  so  important 
as  it  is  represented  to  be;  that  which  we 
have  just  considered  is  much  more  so.  For 
truth  is  union  with  God;  unity  is  union 
with  men.  Truth  without  unity  would 
still  save  us ;  but  unity  in  error  would  con- 
sign us  to  perdition.  At  the  same  time  we 
are  far  from  denying  that  unity  is  very  de- 


OF    THE    BIBLE.  99 

sirable ;  or  that  it  is  strongly  recommended 
by  Scripture  :  but  in  what  consists  this 
unity  which  Christ  enjoins  upon  his  church  ? 
There  is  an  external  and  visible  unity, 
and  there  is  a  unity  which  is  internal  and 
invisible.  The  former  is  that  which  exists 
between  two  men  who  belong  to  the  same 
religious  denomination,  who  follow  the 
same  pastors,  who  commune  at  the  same 
table.  The  second  is  that  which  exists  be- 
tween two  men  who  have  the  same  senti- 
ments, the  same  mind,  the  same  heart. 
We  can  conceive  these  two  unities  united, 
and  this  is  indeed  a  lovely  sight ;  but  the 
one  is  often  seen  without  the  other.  Two 
men  may  be  externally  and  visibly  united 
in  the  same  communion,  though  one  may 
have  faith  in  his  heart,  and  the  other  may 
not ;  so  indeed  that  one  may  walk  in  the 
path  which  leads  to  heaven,  and  the  other 
in  that  which  leads  to  hell.  This  is  an 
earthly  and  a  temporal  union,  which  ends 
by  eternal  separation.  Two  other  men  may 
be  inwardly  and  invisibly  united,  both  hav- 
ing faith  in  their  hearts,  though  they  may 


100  THE     READING 

belong  to  different  communions :  no  matter, 
both  are  in  the  way  to  heaven.  If  they  do 
not  appear  to  go  hand  in  hand  to  heaven, 
they  will  join  hands  when  they  arrive  there. 
Theirs  is  a  brief  separation,  which  ends  in 
eternal  union.  Of  these  two  unities,  which 
is  that  to  which  Christ  attached  the  most 
importance  ?  The  second,  without  dispute. 
Surely  there  is  more  unity  when  both  go  to 
heaven  under  different  names,  than  when, 
with  the  same  name,  one  goes  to  heaven, 
the  other  to  hell.  Moreover,  the  primitive 
church  itself  had  not  the  complete  enjoy- 
ment of  outward  unity.  Between  the 
Christians  who  had  left  the  Synagogue, 
and  those  who  had  abandoned  paganism, 
there  was  some  diversity  of  opinion  and 
practice ;  and  the  apostles  endeavored  less 
to  effect  its  removal,  than  to  maintain  ^'  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace." 
Eph.  4 :  3—6. 

With  our  principles,  what  then  is  the 
kind  of  unity  in  which  we  may  be  want- 
ing? It  is  external  unity.  We  confess, 
if  every  one  reads   the   Holy  Scriptures, 
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with  prayer  for  Divine  aid,  and  without 
having  recourse  to  a  visible  tribunal,  sever- 
al distinct  churches  may  be  formedj  ac- 
cording to  the  spirit  of  the  age,  the  genius 
of  nations,  the  character  of  pastors.  There 
may  be  a  Lutheran  church  in  Germany,  an 
Episcopal  church  in  England,  a  Presbyte- 
rian church  in  Scotland,  a  Congregational 
church  in  New  England.  But  the  inward 
unity  of  minds,  so  far  from  being  hindered 
by  our  plan,  will  be  its  necessary  conse- 
quence ;  for  the  Holy  Spirit  is  one.  He  has 
promised  to  all  who  ask  it,  the  aid  of  his 
light;  and  this  light  is  one.  He  shows 
them  the  way  of  life,  and  this  way  is  one. 
He  inspires  them  with  charity,  and  charity 
is  one.  He  reveals  to  them  ^'one  God," 
the  Father  of  all,  ^'one  Lord,''  the  Saviour 
of  all,  and  reveals  himself  to  them  as  '^  one 
Spirit.''  Two  souls  who  have  passed 
through  this  School,  and  who  have  really 
proj&ted  by  it,  can  only  have,  in  the  main, 
the  same  doctrine,  the  same  hope,  the  same 
baptism,  the  same  feelings,  the  same  lan- 
guage. This  is  what  a  father  of  the  church 
9# 
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required:    '^In  necessariis  unitas ;^^  that  is 
to  say  unity  in  essentials. 

This  unity  will  exist  in  spite  of  certain 
differences  on  points  of  secondary  import- 
ance. If  a  Tahitan,  converted  to  the 
christian  faith  by  the  instructions  of  a  mis- 
sionary belonging  either  to  the  English, 
Lutheran,  or  Congregational  churches, 
came  to  visit  us,  we  can  be  certain  before- 
hand, that  we  should  find  ourselves  one 
with  him.  We  should  find  that,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  two  thousand  leagues  from  each 
other,  we  had  substantially  the  same  experi- 
ence, acquired  the  same  light,  learned  to 
invoke  the  same  God,  the  same  Saviour,the 
same  Spirit ;  and  when  we  shall  have  re- 
joiced together  in  the  loving-kindness  of 
Christ,  when  we  shall  have  bowed  the  knee 
together  before  him,  when  we  shall  togeth- 
er have  thanked  him  for  giving  us  ''one 
heart,  and  one  mind;"  should  we  grow 
cold  towards  our  brother  when  we  learned 
that  he  bore  a  different  name  from  ours, 
and  that  he  did  not  follow  with  me  the  Mas- 
ter whom  he  follows  like  me,  and  better, 
perhaps,  than  I  do? 
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And  more :  not  only  may  this  divergence 
on  secondary  points  exist  without  disturb- 
ing the  union  of  hearts,  but  it  may  in  a 
manner   foster   it.     It  tends  to  produce  a 
tolerant  spirit ;  it  humbles  our  pride ;  it  ex- 
cites us  to  search  the  Scriptures  with  holy 
emulation;    it   obliges    us   to   cling  more 
closely  to  the  foundation  which  is  common 
to  all — ^^Christ  and  him  crucified."  Where- 
fore, in  expectation  of  the  time  when  the 
Head  of  the  church  shall  join  his  people 
into    ^'one    fold,    under    one     Shepherd," 
we  afiirm  that  all  men,  who  are  really  led 
by  the  Spirit,  will  be  united  in  heart ;  and 
that  they  will  be  so  in  proportion  as  they 
possess  more  piety  and  more  charity.     We 
add,  that  this  unity  is  the  best  means  of 
attaining  the  other ;  and  that  it  is  by  begin- 
ning to  have  one  mind,  that  we  shall  end 
by  forming  one  body. 
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SECTION    IV. 

EFFECT    OF   READING    THE   BIBLE    UPON    THE    MINISTRY. 

It  appears  to  many,  that  if  every  one 
reads  the  Bible  for  himself,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  ministry  and 
pastors  must  become  useless.  If  the  pastor 
can  do  nothing  but  what  every  one  else 
could  do  as  well  as  himself,  let  him  descend 
from  his  pulpit,  place  a  Bible  there,  and 
every  thing  will  be  said. 

That  pastors  are  not  infallible,  thai  they 
are  not  so  necessary,  but  that  a  man  may 
be  saved  Avithout  them,  we  admit ;  but  that 
does  not  prevent  them  from  being  useful, 
very  useful.  Infallibility  and  usefulness 
are  two  very  different  things.  No  woman 
thinks  herself  an  infallible  mother,  nor  so 
indispensable  to  her  children,  that  they 
would  be  deprived  of  every  means  of  in- 
struction, should  they  have  the  misfortune 
to  lose  her  ;  but  do  we  thence  conclude  that 
her  cares  are  useless  to  them  ?  There  is 
no  infallible  teacher  in  any  science :  is  it, 
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thereforGj  useless  that  there  should  be  mas- 
ters and  professors  ?  Is  it  also  useless  that 
there  should  be  judges,  magistrates,  and 
rulers,  because  they  are  not  infallible  in 
their  decisions,  and  because  a  community 
might  possibly  exist  for  a  while,  under 
some  circumstances,  without  them? 

A  false  idea  is  sometimes  entertained  of 
the  pastoral  office.  Religious  ministers  are 
sometimes  considered  as  a  separate  class  of 
beings,  surrounded  by  a  sort  of  mysterious 
halo,  and  who  serve  as  mediators  between 
God  and  man ;  but  it  is  not  in  this  light 
that  they  are  described  in  the  Scriptures. 
God  has  ordained  proper  means  to  the  best 
ends — he  has  provided  for  the  wants  of  his 
people,  and  reveals  himself  as  the  God  of 
order  not  of  confusion :  hence  arises  the 
pastoral  ministry.  Pastors  are,  under 
Christ,  simply  the  guides  and  servants  of 
the  Church.  Peter  calls  the  christian 
church  a  generation  of  priests:  ^^But  ye 
are  a  chosen  generation,  a  royal  priesthood, 
a  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people :  that  ye 
should  show  forth  the  praises  of  him  who 
hath  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his 
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marvellous  light."  1  Pet.  2:9.  If  some 
have  the  mission  of  dispensing  those  things 
which  belong  to  all  the  people  of  God — 
preaching,  the  sacraments,  the  word  which 
binds  and  looses,  the  discernment  of  doc- 
trine— it  is  for  the  preservation  of  order,  and 
as  the  delegates  of  all.  The  pastoral  office 
is  a  function,  not  a  privilege ;  it  is  an  ad- 
ministration, not  a  priesthood ;  a  service, 
not  a  lording  it  over  God's  heritage. 

Shall  we  be  told  that  the  pastoral  office, 
thus  curtailed,  answers  no  end  whatever  ? 
We  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  unspeakable 
good  may  be  done  by  pastors  who  contem- 
plate their  task  in  this  humble  point  of 
view.  There  is  no  fear  that  they  will  ever 
place  themselves  between  the  believer  and 
his  God ;  or  that  he  will  ever  be  tempted  to 
lay  upon  others  his  own  responsibility. 
Far  from  usurping  the  place  of  Christ,  the 
true  pastor  endeavors  to  retire,  that  his 
master  may  alone  be  seen.  The  spirit 
which  animates  him,  is  that  of  John  the 
Baptist,  who  said  to  his  disciples,  while 
speaking  of  Christ,  ^^He  must  increase,  but 
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I  must  decrease,"  Johiij  3:  30.  Humble 
and  affecting  words,  which  ought  to  serve 
as  a  motto  to  every  minister  of  the  gospel ! 
There  is  no  reason  why  such  a  pastor 
should  confine  himself  to  reading  the  Bible ; 
(though,  be  assured,  this  reading  which 
some  seem  to  disdain,  is  a  most  honorable 
and  interesting  function  in  his  eyes;)  he 
also  explains  the  word  of  God  :  he  preaches 
it.  The  voice  of  man,  his  personal  experi- 
ence, the  accent  of  conviction;  all  these 
have  power  over  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
What  the  book  had  not  done  alone,  it  will 
do  when  explained  by  a  sinful  man,  who 
draws  from  this  very  infirmity,  which  he 
shares  with  his  hearers,  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  say  to  them,  ''I  have  obtained 
mercy ;  I  believe,  and  therefore  have  I  spo- 
ken," 1  Tim.  1 :  16;  2  Cor.  4  :  13.  What 
a  glorious  sight,  a  sinner  saved  by  grace, 
announcing  the  same  grace  to  other  sinners  ! 
And  when  they  also  see  the  servant  of 
Christ  governing  the  affairs  of  the  church, 
administering  the  sacraments,  instructing 
children  and  young  persons,   visiting  the 
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sick  J  comforting  the  afflicted ;  and  all  this 
from  the  same  word  of  God,  which  reveals 
salvation  to  him  and  to  his  flock;  who 
would  dare  to  accuse  his  ministry  of  bar- 
renness ? 

In  constituting  him  a  priest,  a  sort  of 
necessary  mediator  between  God  and  the 
sinner,  so  far  from  increasing  his  useful- 
ness, you  diminish  it;  for,  by  rendering 
himself  thus  prominent,  he  throws  Christ 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  into  the  shade :  where- 
as, it  is  his  duty  and  his  mission  to  promote 
their  undivided  reign.  Then  he  would  ex- 
ercise over  those  whom  ignorance  has  sub- 
jected to  him,  an  oppressive  domination. 
The  true  pastor  leads  by  the  word  of  God, 
men  whom  Christ  has  made  free.  He  loves 
to  remind  them  of  these  words  of  Christ, 
^'  One  is  your  master,  even  Christ ;  and  all 
ye  are  brethren,"  Matt.  23  :  8 ;  whence 
he  draws  this  conclusion  with  Cyril  of  Je- 
rusalem: ^^  You  must  not  take  my  word 
for  what  I  tell  you,  without  having  ascer- 
tained that  my  instructions  are  borne  out 
by  the  Holy  Scriptures.''     What  faithful- 
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ness,  what  dignity  is  in  this  language  !  and 

how  much  confidence  it  shows  in  those  that 

hold  it,  in  the  truth  which  they  announce  ! 

Give  us  such  pastors  as  these,  and  we  will 

be  subject   to   them,  as   God   commands: 

^^  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  j^ou, 

and  submit  yourselves  :  for  they  watch  for 

your  souls,  as  they  that  must  give  account ; 

that  they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with 

grief:  for  that  is  unprofitable  for  you." — 

Heb.  13 :  17.     But  a  man  who  interposes 

between  the  Lord  and  us — a  man,  without 

whom  we  cannot  have  any  intercourse  with 

God — a  man  who  receives  the  Holy  Spirit 

in  our  place ;  we  will  have  none  of  him. 

Jews   may   have  said  to   Moses,   '^  Speak 

thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear  :  but  let  not 

God  speak  with  us,"— Exod.  20 :  19;  but 

such  is  not  the  language  of  Christian  faith  ! 

Speak,  will  we  rather  say :   speak,  Lord, 

thy  servants  hearken:  thy  sheep  know  thy 

voice ! 

These  are  our  answers  to  the  difficulties 

suggested.     Let  men  enjoy  the  gift  of  the 

Holy  Spirit,  and  these  difficulties  will  all 
10 
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disappear.  They  will  have  no  need  of  the 
authority  which  may  be  exercised  by  a 
visible  judge  of  controversies ;  nor  of  the 
assurance  that  he  may  give ;  nor  of  the 
unity  that  he  may  produce ;  nor  of  the  kind 
of  ministry  that  he  may  authorize.  If  they 
have  not  the  Holy  Spirit,  what  we  have 
said  is,  of  course,  no  longer  applicable ;  left 
to  their  own  spirit,  and  to  an  interpretation 
of  their  own,  they  leave  Christianity,  and 
fall  into  the  darkness  and  error  of  rational- 
ism. Then,  we  confess,  they  will  have  no 
true  authority,  no  true  assurance  of  pardon 
and  acceptance,  no  true  unity,  no  true  pas- 
toral ministry.  But  neither  could  they 
have  these  blessings  with  the  visible  tribu- 
nal, so  much  talked  of,  even  were  it  infal- 
lible. They  would  only  have  the  appear- 
ance of  them.  Why?  because,  being  visible 
and  external,  this  tribunal  could  only  act 
visibly  and  externally :  whereas,  the  reli- 
gion of  Christ  is  addressed  to  the  heart,  and 
requires  that  God  should  be  worshiped  ''in 
spirit  and  in  truth;''  and  hence  a  merely 
external  influence  can  never  serve  this  pur- 
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pose.  When  the  controversy  between  Fen- 
elon  and  Bossuet  was  decided  at  Rome, 
against  the  former,  Fenelon  might  withdraw 
his  book;  he  might  retract  it;  he  might 
burn  it ;  but  he  could  not  inwardly  abandon 
his  conviction,  merely  because  it  had  been 
condemned  at  Rome.  He  could,  had  he 
been  convinced  of  error  by  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
because  the  Holy  Spirit  would,  at  the  same 
time,  have  impressed  his  mind  with  a  new 
view  of  the  subject :  but  he  could  not  with 
the  visible  tribunal  of  Rome,  which  has  no 
dominion  over  the  soul.  So  that  this  boast- 
ed authority — this  judge  of  controversies, 
which  professes  to  terminate  them  all,  in 
reality  terminates  nothing.  Its  rights  end 
where  true  religion  begins ;  it  stops  at  the 
door  of  the  sanctuary ;  it  rules  all,  except 
the  heart,  which  is  the  first  thing  to  be 
ruled :  the  heart  which  God  has  commanded 
to  be  ''  kept  with  all  dihgence."  It  de- 
crees, it  canonizes,  it  excommunicates,  it 
sometimes  tortures  and  kills;  but  it  does 
not  touch  the  soul ;  it  does  not  convert ;  it 
does  not  unite :  all  this  belongs  to  the  Holy 
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Spirit.  Tiie  Holy  Spirit  alone  answers 
every  purpose ;  and  in  receiving  this  gift 
you  will  see  every  difficulty  vanish  away. 


CHAPTER    V. 

PRETENDED    DANGERS    IN    READING    THE    BIBLE. 

It  is  a  favorite  idea  of  the  Papists,  that 
the  general  reading  of  the  Scriptures  may 
exert  an  injurious  influence  upon  the  com- 
munity, both  in  respect  to  faith  and  prac- 
tice. They  tell  us  that  the  sacred  writers 
describe  actions  contrary  to  all  our  received 
maxims,  and  yet  commanded  of  God ;  nar- 
ratives opposed  to  our  notions  of  decency, 
and  which  might  be  a  subject  of  scandal  to 
one  brought  up  in  the  refinements  of  the 
present  day ;  with  many  other  things  diffi- 
cult to  believe,  and  which  might  astonish 
and  bewilder  those  who  are  not  well 
grounded  in  the  faith ;  in  a  word  that  few 
persons  are  gifted  with  sufficient  simplicity 
and  strength  of  mind,  to  bear  the  reading 
of  the  whole  Bible. 
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It  is  painful  to  be  obliged  to  defend  the 
Scriptures  of  purity  and  truth  from  a  charge 
like  this.  The  reading  of  the  Bible  dan- 
gerous !  and  they  who  say  this  regard  it  as 
the  word  of  God  ! 

There  is  nothing  which  may  not  be 
abused ;  and  we  do  not  deny  that  a  man  may 
find  C3.use  of  offence  in  reading  the  Bible. 
It  could  offend  a  Voltaire,  when  in  its  sa- 
cred pages  he  sought  subjects  of  diversion 
for  the  profane  readers  of  his  profane  writ- 
ings. It  may  offend  others,  who,  without 
carrying  impiety  to  this  excess,  read  it, 
nevertheless,  with  a  prejudiced  mind,  or  a 
heart  disposed  to  evil.  The  preaching  of 
the  gospel  was  also  '-'^  to  the  Jews  a  stum- 
bling block,  and  to  the  Greeks,  foolishness,"' 
says  the  Apostle,  1  Cor.  1 :  23 :  and  the 
same  Apostle  elsewhere  writes :  ^^  We  are 
unto  God  a  sweet  savor  of  Christ,  in  them 
that  are  saved,  and  in  them  that  perish. 
To  the  one  we  are  the  savor  of  death  unto 
death;  and  to  the  other  the  savor  of  life 
unto  life :'' — 2  Cor.  2:  15, 16.  Was  it  neces- 
sary, on  this  account,  to  abstain  from  the 
10^ 
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preaching  of  the  Apostles?  Certainly  not. 
It  was  necessary  to  hear  them,  but  to  hear 
them  with  a  desire  for  instruction,  and  for 
salvation.  In  this  spirit,  also,  must  the 
Bible  be  read ;  then  offence  is  impossible, 
and  gives  place  to  edification. 

SECTION   1. 

EFFECT   OP   READING   THE   BIBLE   UPON   MOHALS. 

Let  us  begin  with  the  most  delicate  point, 
that  of  morals.  There  are,  it  is  said,  cer- 
tain things  in  the  Bible,  which  may  inspire 
the  reader  with  evil  thoughts,  and  even 
give  him  the  idea  of  evil  with  which  he  is 
unacquainted.  We  will  treat  this  subject 
briefly  and  clearly,  in  the  manner  of  the 
Bible  itself.  Living  in  a  world  which 
''lieth  in  wickedness,''  1  John,  5:  19;  we 
see  evil  all  around  us :  we  feel  it  in  our- 
selves :  we  cannot  then  be  absolutely  igno- 
rant of  it ;  and  the  problem  to  be  solved  is 
this :  ''  How  can  we  know  it  with  the  least 
possible  danger?"  This  problem  the  Bible 
solves  with  a  wisdom,  a  purity  worthy  of 


OF    THE    BIBLE,  115 

its  Author ;  and  man  cannot  learn  to  know 
evil  with  less  peril  than  in  its  pages.  The 
Bible  exposes  wickedness,  or  rather  relates 
it,  gravely,  briefly,  clearly,  calling  every 
thing  by  its  proper  name :  and  this  trait 
which  is  urged  against  it,  as  a  reproach,  is 
admirable.  It  shows  sin  in  its  shameful 
nakedness,  and  does  not  cover  it  with  those 
semi-transparent  veils  which  only  serve  to 
excite  indiscreet  curiosity.  It  is  in  the 
Bible  that  we  learn  to  see  sin  with  the 
same  eye  that  God  sees  it,  and  to  turn  from 
it  with  holy  indignation.  That  which 
elsewhere  might  be  a  subject  of  temptation, 
here,  in  God's  book,  under  God's  eye,  and, 
as  it  were,  in  the  society  of  the  most  faith- 
ful of  God's  servants,  becomes  a  humiliating 
light,  and  a  salutary  warning.  So  fully 
are  we  convinced  of  this,  that  we  urge  pa- 
rents to  place  the  Bible  in  the  hands  of  their 
children,  as  soon  as  they  can  read ;  as  did 
the  pious  mother  of  Timothy.  2  Tim.  3 : 
15.  Besides  the  advantage  of  receiving 
the  first  notions  of  evil  from  the  holiest  of 
books,  children  have  that  of  receiving  them 
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at  an  age  when  the  ideas  from  which  injury 
is  apprehended  are  still  obscure ;  and  when 
they  become  clearer,  long  and  respectful 
custom  will  have  taken  off  the  keen  edge 
of  the  danger.  What  we  fear,  is  not  the 
guileless  simplicity  of  the  Bible  ;  it  is  rather 
the  concealment  of  the  world  ;  those  detest- 
able equivocations  with  which  the  language 
of  society  is  filled,  in  proportion  as  it  be- 
comes civilized,  or  rather  as  it  becomes 
immoral.  Among  the  ancients,  as  among 
the  moderns,  delicacy  of  language  has  in- 
creased in  proportion  as  purity  of  manners 
has  been  lost ;  and  the  most  modest  speech 
is  found  in  the  most  corrupt  nations. 

SECTION    II. 

STATEMENTS   IN    THE    BIBLE    CONTRARY    TO    OUR    RECEIVED 
NOTIONS. 

The  Bible  also  contains,  it  is  said,  many 
things  that  astonish,  that  seem  unworthy 
of  God,  and  that  may  perplex  and  mislead 
such  as  are  weak  in  the  faith.  We  grant 
that  there  are  in  the  Bible  statements  which 
are  mysterious,  strange  even,  according  to 
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our  ideas:  but  we  maintain  that  the  best 
plan  is  to  read  them  in  the  Bible  itself^  not 
to  refrain  from  the  Bible  in  order  to  avoid 
them. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  useless  to  refrain ; 
you  cannot  avoid  them.  The  most  consid- 
erable of  these  difficulties  are  so  closely 
connected  with  the  ground  work  of  its  doc- 
trines, or  its  history,  that  you  cannot  un- 
dertake the  study  of  religion  without  meet- 
ing with  them.  How  could  we  relate,  for 
instance,  the  establishment  of  the  Israelites 
in  the  land  of  Canaan,  without  mentioning 
the  command  which  they  received  from 
God  to  exterminate  the  Canaanites?  and 
this,  as  every  body  knows,  is  one,  of  the 
facts  which  gives  the  greatest  offence.  And 
again,  how  can  you  live  in  the  world  with- 
out hearing  of  these  obscure  points  in  reli- 
gion? 

Besides,  in  reading  the  Bible,  we  see 
these  obscure  and  hard  points  surrounded 
by  certain  circumstances  which  remove,  or 
at  least  diminish  the  difficulty;  whilst, 
separated  from  the  frame- work,  they  ap- 
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pear  much  more  strange  than  in  the  place 
where  God  has  put  them.  Thus  the  com- 
mand to  exterminate  the  Canaanites  is 
much  more  likely  to  give  offence  in  a  quo- 
tation of  Voltaire  or  Paine,  or  even  in  a 
Catechism,  than  it  is  in  the  Bible,  where 
we  see,  by  what  precedes,  and  by  what 
follows,  how  far  the  destruction  of  these 
Pagans  was  justified  by  their  crimes ;  and 
how  necessary  this  terrible  warning  was  to 
the  Israelites,  who  lost  their  prosperity  and 
their  religion  entirely  through  having  al- 
lowed these  people  to  remain  among  them. 
This  is  especially  true  with  regard  to  all 
who  are  aware  that  causes  of  offence  exist 
in  the  Bible ;  and  who  would  flee  for  the 
purpose  of  avoiding  them.  It  is  in  the  na- 
ture of  the  human  mind  to  imagine  these 
difficulties  greater  than  they  really  are; 
and  the  apprehension  that  there  are  in  re- 
ligion, things  which  you  cannot  examine 
with  impunity,  will  do  more  to  stagger  your 
faith,  than  the  sight  of  these  things  them- 
selves. So  that  even  should  the  danger  of 
which  we  speak  be  real,  you  must   still 
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meet  it,  as  the  only  means  of  escaping  from 
a  still  greater  peril.  But  approach  the  Bible 
with  an  humble  heart,  and  this  alleged 
danger  will  not  exist.  It  will  then  appear 
to  you  quite  plain,  that  there  should  be,  in 
the  ways  of  God,  things  which  astound  our 
feeble  reason;  and  believing  in  the  great 
mysteries  of  religion,  you  would  feel  that 
there  would  be  much  inconsistency  in  your 
finding  cause  of  offence  in  the  lesser  difiB- 
culties.  What !  you  believe  in  the  fall  of 
the  rebellious  angels,  and  you  cannot  be- 
lieve in  the  fact  related  concerning  the  herd 
of  swine  at  Gennesareth  !  You  admit  the 
incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  you 
cannot  admit  that  Christ  was  tempted  of 
the  devil  in  the  wilderness  !  You  submit 
your  reason  to  the  miracle  of  the  inspiration 
of  the  Scriptures,  and  your  faith  recoils 
before  the  history  of  Balaam  !  This  would 
indeed  be  to  '^strain  at  a  gnat,  and  swallow 
a  camel." 

And  farther :  These  strange  and  myste- 
rious things,  which  are  found  in  the  Bible, 
have  their  utility ;  a  utility  entirely  their 
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own,  and  which  nothing  else  could  supply. 
They  confound  our  ignorance ;  they  place 
us  in  our  true  position  before  God ;  they 
teach  us  to  be  silent  in  his  presence,  and  to 
allow  him  to  act  even  when  we  cannot  un- 
derstand all  that  he  does.  A  little  child, 
seven  years  old,  was  asked  whether  God 
was  unjust  in  allowing  the  consequence  of 
Adam's  sin  to  extend  to  his  posterity  ? 
^^No,"  he  replied.  ^^And  why  not?"  ^^Be- 
cause  nothing  that  God  does  is  unjust." 
This  answer  would  have  drawn  a  smile  of 
pity  from  the  infidel  logician;  tons  it  ap- 
pears admirable.  It  is  with  this  simple  eye 
that  we  ourselves  must  learn  to  regard  the 
mysterious  points  of  revelation ;  for,  as  Mo- 
ses says,  in  a  passage  which  we  have 
already  quoted  in  another  connection,  if 
there  are  revealed  things  which  belong  to 
us,  and  to  our  children,  there  are  also  secret 
things  which  belong  unto  the  Lord  our 
God.  Deut.  29 :  29.  This  alternation  of 
light  and  darkness  is  marvellous,  and  truly 
divine.  This  clearness  and  this  obscurity 
exercise  our  faith  by  turns,  each  in  its  place, 
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and  in  its  manner;  and  to  an  humble  and 
an  upright  mind,  the  darkness  remaining 
in  the  Bible  will  not  be  less  salutary  than 
its  most  luminous  instructions. 

That  the  vain  reasonings  of  corrupt  men, 
and  their  uncertain  traditions,  may  injure 
those  who  never  read  the  Bible,  we  can 
easily  conceive ;  but  for  us  who  have  made 
the  blessed  experiment  of  its  perusal,  should 
all  the  priests,  all  the  bishops,  all  the  coun- 
cils, in  the  world,  unite  to  tell  us  that  it  is 
dangerous,  our  answer  is  ready.  As  the 
man  born  blind;  whom  Christ  healed,  said 
to  the  Pharisees,  ''  Whether  he  be  a  sinner 
or  no,  I  know  not :  one  thing  I  know,  that 
whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see,"  John  9  : 
25  ;  we  shall  say  in  our  turn,  whether  the 
Bible  be  a  dangerous  book  or  no,  one 
thing  we  know,  that  whereas  our  eyes  were 
closed,  now  it  has  opened  them. 

These  dangers,  then,  are  so  difficult  to 
discover,  that  they  have  escaped  the  notice 
even  of  God  himself,  since  he  has  so  often 
prescribed  the  reading  of  his  word.  Doubt- 
less, he  was  not  aware  of  them  when  he 
11 
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inspired  David  with  the  promise  contained 
in  the  first  Psahn :  '^Blessed  is  the  man 
whose  dehght  is  in  the  law  of  the  Lord." 
He  was  miacquainted  with  them  when  he 
dictated  these  words  to  Paul :  ''AH  Scrip- 
ture is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  for  cor- 
rection, for  instruction  in  righteousness : 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  thor- 
oughly furnished  unto  all  good  works,  2 
Tim.  3 :  16,  17.  He  was  unacquainted 
with  them  when  he  praised  the  Jews  of 
Berea  in  these  terms  :  ''  These  were  more 
noble  than  those  in  Thessalonica,  in  that 
they  received  the  word  with  all  readiness 
of  mind,  and  searched  the  Scriptures  daily, 
whether  those  things  were  so,"  Acts  17: 11. 
Ah  !  the  Bible  is  indeed  dangerous ;  but 
to  whom?  It  is  dangerous  for  infidelity, 
which  it  confounds;  dangerous  for  sin, 
which  it  anathematizes ;  dangerous  for  the 
world,  which  it  condemns;  dangerous  for 
Satan,  whom  it  dethrones ;  dangerous  to 
false  religions,  which  it  unmasks  and  expo- 
ses ;  dangerous,  yes,  highly  dangerous,  for 
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every  church  which  dares  to  conceal  it  from 
the  people,  and  whose  criminal  impostures, 
or  fatal  illusions  it  brings  to  light ;  but  for 
the  humble,  prayerful  inquirer,  it  is  a  safe 
and  blessed  light  which  guides  the  wan- 
derer in  the  way  of  peace. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

BENEFITS    OF    READING   THE    BIBLE. 

We  are  weary  of  justifying  the  word  of 
God.  We  owe  it  too  much  to  preserve, 
while  defending  it,  the  attitude  of  cold  ad- 
vocates. It  is  with  a  heart  full  of  emotion 
and  gratitude  that  we  would  speak  of  it. 
Every  time  we  take  it  in  our  hands,  we  seem 
in  some  sort  to  enter  a  new  world.  It  is 
there  especially,  that  we  feel  ourselves  in 
the  presence  of  God.  ^'  Believe  on  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved." 
''He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life.''  ''By 
grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith."  "  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
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begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  beheveth  on 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life."  ^'We  love  him,  because  he  first 
loved  us.'^  '^Be  ye  holy,  for  1  am  holy." 
^^Pray  without  ceasing!  Whether  ye  eat, 
or  drink,  or  whatever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the 
glory  of  God."     What  language  ! 

We  speak  not  here  of  the  literary  merit 
of  the  Bible  ;  nevertheless  it  surpasses  the 
most  perfect  productions  of  human  poetry 
or  eloquence ;  and  it  has  furnished  our  best 
writers  with  some  of  their  most  admired 
thoughts.  We  speak  not  of  that  marvel- 
lous union  of  simplicity  and  depth,  which 
has  led  a  father  of  the  church  to  compare 
it  to  a  river,  which  in  some  parts  may  be 
forded  by  a  lamb,  and  which  in  others 
could  not  be  crossed  by  an  elephant,  with- 
out swimming.  By  a  pious  writer  of  our 
own  age,  it  has  been  compared  with  the 
grass,  which  serves  for  food  at  once  for  the 
least  animals,  and  for  the  greatest ;  but  on 
condition  that  the  latter  should  bow  their 
heads.  We  speak  of  something  more  inim- 
itable,   more  celestial   still;   we  mean  the 
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gravity,  the  unction ,  the  superhuman  force 
which  breathes  throughout  the  Bible,  and 
which  can  be  better  felt  than  described. 
How  well  the  Bible  has  been  called  ^'  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit.*'  Eph.  6  :  17  ;  a  ^^vord 
quick  and  powerful^  and  sharper  than  any 
two  edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the 
dividing  asunder  the  joints^  and  marrow, 
and  is  a  discerner  of  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart.''  Heb.  4:  12.  The 
Bible  is  elsewhere  compared  to  a  hammer, 
which  breaks  the  hardest  rock ;  to  bread, 
which  feedeth  the  soul  to  life  everlasting ; 
to  a  lamp,  which  enlighteneth  our  path ;  to 
a  shield,  which  protects  us;  to  tried  silver; 
to  fire,  which  consumes  every  impurity.  It 
produces  on  those  who  read  it  an  impres- 
sion similar  to  that  which  the  voice  of 
Christ  produced  upon  his  hearers.  As 
they  were  compelled  to  cry  out,  '^  Never 
man  spake  like  this  man,"  John  7 :  46, 
So  we,  in  reading  it,  are  constrained  to  say, 
Never  book  spoke  like  this  book. 

No,  never  book  spoke  like  this.     It  is 
vain  to  think  of  supplying  the  place  of 
11=^ 
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rc^ading  the  Scriptures,  by  substituting  any 
work  of  devotion  Avliatever.  Religious 
books  are  excellent  in  proportion  as  they 
are  derived  from  the  Bible,  and  show  forth 
its  hght ;  but  they  can  never  supply  its 
place.  It  is  not  given  to  the  spirit  of  man 
to  contemplate  things  from  the  same  point 
of  view  as  God,  and  to  show  throughout, 
as  the  Bible  does,  God  as  the  first  cause, 
and  all  the  rest  in  its  connection  with  God. 
Extracts  may  be  made  from  it,  catechisms, 
expositions  of  faith.  But  all  these  are  to 
the  Bible  merely  what  a  museum  of  natu- 
ral history  is  to  nature, — a  meagre  substi- 
tute, whose  only  use  is  to  recall  some  faint 
image  of  the  originals,  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  have  begun  by  the  study  of  na- 
ture itself  How  cold  is  the  language  of  all 
books,  beside  that  of  the  Bible.  When  we 
read  in  the  Gospel  these  touching  words  of 
our  Lord,  ^'Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1  will  give 
you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and 
learn  of  me  ;  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in 
heart:    and   ye   shall   find  rest  unto  your 
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souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy,  and  my  bur- 
den is  light.''  Math.  11  :  28—30.  We  say 
to  ourselves.  It  is  Jesus,  it  is  our  Saviour, 
who  speaks  to  my  soul.  We  seem  to  hear 
his  voice.  And  then  each  of  these  words 
is  inexpressibly  sweet :  ^^  Come  unto  me;  I 
will  give  you  rest ;  I  am  meek  and  lowly ; 
Ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls;  My 
yoke  is  easy.''  All  this  goes  directly  to  the 
heart.  We  see  him  bearing  his  cross,  and 
helping  us  to  bear  ours.  We  take  courage, 
and  strive  to  follow  his  steps.  But  when, 
instead  of  this,  a  book  tells  me  that  Christ 
has  invited  sinners  to  come  to  him,  that  he 
gives  ease  to  those  who  suffer ;  and  that  his 
burden  is  not  painful,  it  is,  in  truth,  the 
same  doctrine,  but  does  it  produce  the  same 
impression  ? 

Listen  to  the  unanimous  testimony  of 
the  holiest  men  of  every  age,  upon  this 
subject.  It  forms  a  perfect  concert  of 
praises  to  the  glory  of  the  word  of  God. 
Without  recalling  the  manner  in  which  the 
prophets  and  apostles  have  expressed  them- 
selves, in  relation  to  the  benefits  of  a  tho- 
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rough  acquaintance  with  the  Bible,  (for 
this  is  more  than  the  testimony  of  the 
holiest  men,  it  is  that  of  God  himself,)  you 
will  find  in  the  church,  as  it  were,  a  choir 
of  venerable  servants  of  God,  who  join 
hands  from  the  apostles  to  us,  and  who 
all  acknowledge  that  they  cannot  express 
what  they  owe  to  the  reading  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. 

^^  Let  us  feed  our  souls,"  says  Augustine, 
^^  by  the  meditation  and  study  of  the  Di- 
vine writings ;  let  us  satisfy  our  hunger, 
and  quench  our  thirst,  by  the  heavenly 
meat  and  drink  which  they  afford.  Let  us 
eseek  instruction  hi  this  school,  so  noble  and 
so  worthy  of  the  children  of  God."^ 

See  with  what  energy  Clement  of  Alex- 
andria replies  to  those  who  believe  them- 
selves incapable  of  reading  the  Scriptures, 
^*  We  are  not  all  capable,  you  will  tell  me, 
of  this  divine  philosophy.  We  are  not  all 
capable,  then,  of  attaining  true  life.  What 
is  this  you  dare  affirm !  How  is  it  that  you 


*  Of  True  Religion,  c.  61. 
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have  believed,  how  is  it  that  you  love  God 
and  your  neighbor,  if  you  are  not  capable 
of  the  philosophy  of  which  T  speak !  How 
is  it  that  you  love  yourselves,  if  you  have 
no  taste  for  the  other  life  !  But  I  have  not 
learned  to  read,  will  you  again  tell  me  7  If 
you  know  not  how  to  read,  you  are  bound, 
at  least,  to  hear  all  that  is  read  to  you.''=^ 

Origen  places  the  reading  of  the  Bible 
among  the  number  of  things  which  feed 
the  soul,  and  the  neglect  of  its  perusal 
among  the  greatest  dangers  to  which  our 
souls  can  be  exposed.f  If  we  are  allowed 
to  seek  any  pleasure  in  this  life,  it  ought  to 
be,  according  to  Gregory  of  Nazianzen, 
only  in  the  reading  of  the  word  of  God, 
and  in  the  meditation  of  his  law.l  ^^  It  is 
just  as  necessary,  says  Basil,  that  every 
one  should  learn  what  is  useful  from  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  as  much  for  his  advance- 
ment in  piety,  as  that  he  may  not  become 
accustomed  to  the  traditions  of  m^en,^'^'^ 


*  Pedag.  lib.  iii.  c.  11. 

t  Homel.  ix.j  in  Lev. 

t  Orat.  38. 

§  Reg.  Brev.j  resp.  05,  torn,  ii.,  p.  449. 
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But  of  all  the  fathers,  the  most  frequent, 
the  most  urgent  in  recommending  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible,  is  Chrysostom.  The  reader 
has  already  seen  what  he  thought  on  the 
subject,  from  a  few  lines  which  Ave  quoted 
from  one  of  his  writings  in  regard  to  tradi- 
tion. He  repeatedly  recurs  to  the  subject ; 
it  is  evidently  one  in  which  he  takes  great 
delight.  We  will  confine  ourselves  to  two 
or  three  citations.  '^  Listen,  I  conjure  you, 
all  who  are  engaged  in  the  cares  of  this 
life ;  procure  the  Holy  Books,  which  are 
the  medicine  of  the  soul.  Let  them  be 
your  masters  at  every  moment.  The  cause 
of  every  evil  is,  that  we  do  not  know  the 
Scriptures.  We  go  to  battle  without  arms. 
I  exhort  you  always,  and  will  never  cease 
to  exhort  you,  not  to  be  satisfied  with  what 
you  hear  in  this  place  ;  but  when  you  have 
returned  to  your  houses,  apply  yourselves 
assiduously  to  the  reading  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  neither  have  I  ever  neglected  to 
insist  upon  this  point,  with  those  who  come 
to  consult  me  in  private.  And  let  it  not  be 
urged,  I  live  in  the  world,  it  is  not  for  me 
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to  read  the  Scriptures ;  it  is  the  business  of 
those  who  have  renounced  the  world,  and 
who  have  withdrawn  to  the  mountains. 
What  do  you  tell  me?  It  is  not  your  busi- 
ness to  study  the  Scriptures,  because  you 
are  distracted  by  a  thousand  cares  !  It  is 
on  this  very  account  that  it  is  more  your 
business  than  theirs.  But  perhaps,  you 
will  tell  me,  we  do  not  know  the  things 
which  are  contained  in  the  Scriptures. 
Well,  if  you  do  not  know  them,  you  have 
much  fruit  to  expect  from  their  perusal. 
Besides,  it  is  not  possible  that  you  should 
be  equally  ignorant  of  all ;  for  God  ex- 
pressly confided  the  composition  of  these 
books  to  unlettered  men,  in  order  that  no 
one  may  make  a  pretext  of  ignorance,  and 
that  all,  even  the  least  instructed,  may  un- 
derstand and  profit  by  the  word  of  God. 
Who  has  need  of  a  master  to  understand 
words  such  as  these,  ^^  Blessed  are  the 
meek;"  ^'Blessed  are  the  merciful:'^  and 
many  other  such?  And  the  miracles,  the 
prodigies,  the  histories,  are  not  all  these 
clear  and  intelligible  for  every  one  ?   The 
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reading  of  the  Scriptures  is  a  great  preser- 
vation from  sin ;  and  ignorance  of  them  is  a 
mighty  precipice,  a  deep  gulf  It  is  this 
which  has  brought  forth  heresies,  which 
has  introduced  corruption  of  Ufe,  which  has 
turned  every  thing  upside  down;  for  it  is 
impossible  that  this  reading  should  remain 
fruitless,  for  any  one  who  applies  himself 
to  it  with  assiduity  and  attention.^^ 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  cite  Bernard, 
Anselm,  Thomas  a  Kempis,  Pascal,  and 
many  others ;  but  we  feel  a  pleasure  in 
concluding  this  series  of  testimonies  in 
favor  of  reading  the  Bible,  by  that  of  two 
Popes.  We  do  not  know,  however,  whether 
we  can  give  this  title  to  the  former  of  the 
two,  Gregory :  he  was,  indeed,  bishop  of 
Rome,  but  so  far  from  pretending  to  the 
supremacy  to  which  his  successors  have 
laid  claim,  he  has  not  feared  to  declare, 
that  whoever  calls  himself  a  universal 
bishop,  is  a  ^'precursor  of  Antichrist/' 
''  Give   diligent  heed,  my  dear  brethren,'' 


*  Third  Sermon  on  Lazarus. 
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said  he,  '^to  meditation  upon  God's  word. 
Neglect  not  these  Divine  things,  which  are 
as  letters  addressed  to  us  by  our  Creator. 
Great  advantage  may  be  drawn  from  them ; 
for  it  is  by  the  perusal  of  them  that  our 
heart  is  warmed,  and  that  we  prevent  our 
love  from  being  extinguished,  or  from  being 
slackened  by  the  cold  of  iniquity."^  Last- 
ly, here  is  what  was  written  by  Pope  Pius 
VII.,  in  a  letter  dated  April,  1778,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Antoine  Martini,  of  Turin : 
— ''You  are  very  right  in  thinking,  that 
the  faithful  ought  to  be  excited  to  read  the 
Holy  Scriptures;  for  they  are  the  most 
abundant  fountains,  and  they  ought  to  be 
left  accessible  to  all.  You  cannot,  there- 
fore, find  a  more  efficacious  means  than  to 
publish  the  sacred  books  in  the  vulgar 
tongue  of  your  country,  which  will  place 
them  within  every  body's  reach." 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  far  in 
search  of  proofs  of  the  benefit  resulting 
from  the  reading  of  the  Bible.     They  are 

*  Horn.  XV.  in  Ezek. 
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renewed  in  every  age ;  and  we  have  our- 
selves seen  the  most  touching  examples. 
We  will  only  refer  to  one,  which  will  be 
especially  interestmg  to  mothers.  A  pious 
woman  was  married  to  an  infidel,  who 
made  a  jest  of  religion  in  the  presence  of 
his  children  ;  yet  she  succeeded  in  bringing 
them  all  up  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Upon 
being  asked,  how  she  had  preserved  them 
from  the  influence  of  a  father,  whose  senti- 
ments were  so  openly  opposed  to  her  own, 
she  replied :  ^'  Because,  to  the  authority  of 
a  father,  I  did  not  oppose  the  authority  of  a 
mother,  but  that  of  God.  From  their 
earliest  years  my  children  have  always 
seen  the  Bible  upon  my  table.  This  holy 
book  has  constituted  the  whole  of  their 
religious  instruction.  I  was  silent  that  I 
might  allow  it  to  speak.  Did  they  propose 
a  question  ?  Did  they  commit  any  fault  ? 
Did  they  perform  any  good  action?  I 
opened  the  Bible,  and  the  Bible  answered, 
reproved,  or  encouraged  them.  The  con- 
stant reading  of  the  Scriptures  has  wrought 
the  prodigy  which  surprises  my  friends." 
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There  are  many  among  us  whose  expe- 
rience accords  with  that  of  the  eminent 
servants  of  God  just  named,  and  with  that 
of  this  humble  and  pious  mother.  In  read- 
ing the  Bible,  they  have  been  convinced  of 
sin,  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment  to 
come :  and  the  same  word  which  has  filled 
them  with  remorse  and  fear,  has  showed 
them  the  deliverance  that  God  has  pre- 
pared for  the  penitent  sinner.  They  have 
heard  the  Saviour  saying,  ^'God  so  loved 
the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life."  John  3 :  16,  And  they  have  been 
made  to  feel  that,  being  lost  by  their 
works,  they  had  no  other  resource,  than  to 
give  themselves  up  to  Christ,  that  they 
might  be  justified  by  his  Omnipotent  grace. 
O  what  a  day  of  light !  From  this  moment 
all  has  been  changed.  All  their  old  ideas 
of  merit  and  of  virtue  have  passed  away ; 
and  they  see  nothing  but  the  grace  of  God's 
free  grace,  surrounding  them  on  every  side, 
the  Father  calling  them  by  grace ;  the  Son 
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redeeming  them  by  grace ;  the  Holy  Spirit 
regenerating  them  by  grace.  Then  what 
they  had  hitherto  sought  in  vain,  a  sure 
rule,  a  solid  resting  place,  a  rock,  they  feel 
that  they  have  found  in  the  Bible. 

After  having  brought  them  forth  into 
the  life  of  God,  the  same  word  affords 
daily  food  for  their  souls,  and  provides 
for  all  their  spiritual  wants.  All  their 
strength  is  in  this  sentence  by  which  Je- 
sus Christy  himself  repulsed  the  tempter 
in  the  wilderness,  "It  is  written."  Are 
they  afflicted,  and  ready  to  sink  under  the 
weight  of  grief?  It  is  written,  "  Whom 
the  Lord  loveth  he  chasteneth."  Heb. 
12:  6.  Are  they  uncertain  what  they 
ought  to  do 7  It  is  written,  "The  Lord 
will  teach  sinners  in  the  way."  Ps.  25 : 
8.  Are  they  railed  at  for  their  faith,  and 
rejected  even  by  their  own  relations  ?  It  is 
written,  "  All  that  will  live  godly  in  Christ 
Jesus  shall  suffer  persecution."  2  Tim. 
3 :  12.  Are  they  tempted  ?  It  is  written, 
"  God  is  faithful,  who  will  not  suffer  you 
to  be  tempted  above  that  ye  are  able."  1 
Cor.'  10 :  13.     Are  they  sick  ?  It  is  written, 
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^*  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the 
Lord.''  Rev.  14:  13.  Do  they  pray?  It 
is  written,  '^  Every  one  that  asketh,  re- 
ceiveth.''  Math.  7  :  8.  What  a  book  !  It 
is  indeed  a  word,  the  entrance  of  which 
giveth  LIGHT. 

CONCLUDING  ADDRESS. 

You  may,  perhaps,  remember  the  fol- 
lowing fact  in  the  life  of  Augustine.  God 
had  begun  to  speak  to  his  heart,  by  the 
conversion  of  Alipus,  his  friend  and  old 
companion  in  pleasure ;  but  he  still  waver- 
ed between  the  service  of  Christ  and  the 
slavery  of  sin ;  when  he  one  day  seemed  to 
hear  a  voice  saying  to  him,  Tolle,  et  lege^ 
'^  Take,  and  read."  He  obeyed;  he  took 
the  Bible,  he  read,  and  he  believed.  Dear 
reader !  we  would  perform  for  you  the 
same  office,  as  did  this  friendly  voice ;  and 
our  desires  would  be  fulfilled,  if  you  would 
take  leave  of  this  little  book,  with  this 
admonition  impressed  upon  your  heart : 
^^Take,  and  read." 
12^ 
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Nothing  is  easier  at  the  present  day  ;  it  is 
the  age  of  the  Bible.  At  the  same  time 
that,  translated  into  more  than  a  hundred 
and  jSfty  languages,  it  is  spread  from  one 
end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  the  Bible 
every  where  penetrates,  in  our  towns,  and 
in  our  rural  districts,  where  it  is  sold 
at  a  low  price,  or  given  to  the  destitute  by 
the  hand  of  Christian  benevolence.  Every 
one,  whatever  may  be  his  condition,  may 
'•  Take  and  read.'' 

Have  you  doubts  as  to  the  Divine  inspi- 
ration of  the  Scriptures  7  Alas  !  there  would 
be  nothing  astonishing  in  this,  in  an  age 
when  there  are  so  many  temptations  to 
indulge  a  skeptical  disposition.  Well,  if 
you  have  doubts,  must  they  not  be  cleared 
np  ?  Are  you  so  determined,  so  enlightened 
in  your  incredulity,  that  it  is  useless  for  you 
to  listen  to  the  evidences  of  Christianity? 
or  is  it  not  worth  while  ?  If  it  were  true, 
shall  we  tell  you  that  the  Bible  is  the  word 
of  God,  as  so  many  excellent,  so  many 
gifted  men  have  thought  ?  If  it  were  true, 
and  if  you  had  been  ignorant  of  it  till  this 
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day,  and  if  it  only  required  a  little  attention 
on  your  part  to  be  convinced  of  it ;  and  if 
you  would,  in  short,  examine  religion  and 
its  proofs,  how  could  you  better  do  it  than 
by  taking  it  at  its  source,  and  by  reading 
this  book,  which  by  every  one's  confession, 
is  the  foundation  of  the  Christian  faith? 
''  Take  and  read.'' 

But  if  you  are  so  happy  as  to  believe,  if 
the  Bible  is  in  your  opinion  an  inspired 
book,  what  shall  prevent  you  from  reading 
it,  in  order  to  learn  for  yourself  which  is 
the  way  of  salvation?  If  you  have  not 
read  the  only  book  in  the  world  that  has 
come  from  God,  how  can  you  know  the 
doctrine  of  God,  and  the  will  of  God,  with 
that  firm  assurance,  which  is  so  necessary 
in  order  to  live  well,  and  to  die  well  ? 
Others  will  seek  it  for  you,  perhaps  you 
will  say.  But  can  you  impose  upon  others 
the  care  of  your  salvation  ?  This  would 
be  to  forget  your  privileges  as  a  Christian, 
and  your  dignity  as  a  man  ;  this  would  be 
to  alienate  a  sacred  right,  which  is  at  the 
jsame  time  a  paramount  duty.     The  faith 
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which  saves  the  soul  cannot  be  received  by 
a  substitute ;  and  you  cannot  go  to  heaven 
by  proxy.  And  if  those  to  whom  you 
trust  your  soul  should  mislead  you? 
If  they  deceive  themselves  ?  What !  you 
must  reject  an  apostle,  an  angel,  if  he  an- 
nounce a  new  gospel;  and  you  receive  a 
gospel  ready-made,  on  the  faith  of  human 
guides,  without  consulting  the  word  of 
God  ?  We  would  not  wound  your  feelings ; 
but  you  are  aware  of  the  power  of  habit, 
and  of  prejudice.  Beware  of  the  prejudices 
of  childhood.  The  strongest  errors,  when 
imbibed  with  our  mother's  milk,  may  be- 
come to  us  a  second  nature.  Know,  then, 
by  what  way  you  are  led ;  and  never  allow 
others,  without  your  concurrence,  to  dispose 
of  your  eternal  salvation.  '-Take,  and 
read." 

Our  country  !  the  religion  of  the  Bible — 
the  doctrine  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  all  its  sim- 
plicity, is  worthy  of  thy  reverence  and  love. 
Its  disciples  would  wish  to  be  for  thee  hke 
the  'kittle  leaven,  which  leaveneth  the 
whole  lump."     The  secrets,  in  search  of 
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which  thou  hast  labored  for  so  many  years, 
— the  secret  of  order  with  hberty — the 
secret  of  soHd  prosperity — the  secret  of 
public  virtue — thou  wilt  find  them  all  in 
the  Bible,  because  thou  wilt  there  find  the 
first  secret  on  which  they  all  depend,  that 
of  salvation.  Oh  !  if  the  Bible  could  serve 
as  a  guide  to  every  individual,  to  every 
family,  and  to  the  whole  nation,  what  a 
happy  change  :  What  purity  of  manners  ! 
what  gentleness  of  mind !  what  domestic 
peace !  what  wisdom  in  education  !  what 
justice  in  governors!  what  submission  in 
the  governed !  The  primitive  church  of 
Jerusalem,  where  reigned  unexampled  char- 
ity, had  no  other  rule  than  the  word  of 
God.  Happy  the  day  when  this  Divine 
rule  will  become  that  of  the  entire  nation. 
It  would  then  acquire  a  new  glory  among 
the  kingdoms  of  the  world  :  it  would  not  be 
that  of  arms  ;  not  that  of  freedom  ;  nor  that 
of  industry  :  it  would  be  that  of  Godliness. 
But  because  ^^  Godliness  is  profitable  unto 
all  things,  having  the  promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come, 
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1  Tim.  4:8;  this  glory  according  to  God, 
more  surely  than  every  precaution  of  hu- 
man prudence,  would  cause  us  to  triumph 
throughout  the  world.  ''  Take  and  read." 
Priests  of  the  Romish  church ;  we  have 
a  word  to  address  to  you,  in  conclusion. 
We  conjure  you  in  God's  name,  by  the  sal- 
vation of  the  souls  whom  you  profess  to 
guide  and  instruct,  by  your  own  salvation, 
hinder  not  the  people  from  reading  the 
Bible.  What !  the  Bible— the  word  of  God 
— is  in  the  world,  and  you  would  keep  it 
from  the  people !  and  you  would  place 
yourselves  between  them  and  the  warnings 
of  the  Holy  Spirit !  and  you  would  not  fear 
the  terrible  anathema  which  the  Lord  has 
pronounced  against  those  teachers  who  have 
taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge,  and 
hindered  men  from  entering  into  the  king- 
dom of  God !  By  what  argument,  by 
what  sophism,  can  you  then  persuade  your- 
selves, that  you  labor  for  the  conversion  of 
souls,  by  taking  from  them  the  word  of 
God  ?  You  who  doubtless  read  this  word, 
you  cannot  be   ignorant  of  the  blessings 
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promised  to  those  who  read  it  with  humility 
and  faith;  of  the  praise  which  the  apostle 
Paul  bestows  upon  it,  in  his  second  epistle 
to  Timothy;  of  the  approbation  given  to  the 
Jews  of  Berea,  for  having  done — what? 
that  which  you  prevent  your  flocks  from 
doing !  How  dare  you  confront  such  di- 
rect declaratious  !  Answer  us  :  when  you 
ascend  the  pulpit,  to  exhort  your  hearers 
not  to  procure  the  word  of  Christ ;  or  when 
you  enter  a  house  to  carry  away  this 
treasure,  does  not  your  heart  fail  you?  does 
not  your  voice  falter  ?  does  not  your  hand 
tremble  ?  And  when  you  lie  down  to  sleep 
at  night,  the  remembrance  that  you  have 
prevented  some  one  from  reading  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  does  it  say  nothing  to  your  con- 
science ?  Ah  !  if  you  have  no  pity  for  your 
flocks,  have  pity  on  yourselves  !  If  you 
have  not  sufficient  courage,  sufficient  piety, 
to  recommend  the  reading  of  the  Bible,  at 
least,  do  not  oppose  it.  Allow  the  Lord  to 
Avork;  and  until  you  can  be  "co-workers 
together  with  him,"  beware  of  doing  the 
work   of  the    great  adversary.     But    the 
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'^Lord  reigneth;"  and  he  will  know  how 
to  give  glory  to  his  word.  Consent,  or 
resist,  truth  will  have  its  course,  to  the 
confusion  of  its  vanquished  enemies,  but  to 
the  glory  and  the  eternal  joy  of  all  those 
who  have  devoted  their  efforts  to  promote 
its  triumph. 


THE  END. 
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